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INTRODUCTION. 


E cannot recommend the 
following pages to the 
peruſal of our young readers 
with greater propriety than by: 
laying before them the ſubſequent 
obſervations of a very learned 
and ingenious author on Filial 
Duty. 
„The obligations on the fide 
of Children to their Parents can 
never be acquitted ; and I think 
; A 2 it 


0 

it is one of the greateſt reflections 
upon human nature, that Paren- 
tal Inſtinct ſhould be a ſtronger 
motive for Leve than Filial Gra- 
titude ; that the receiving of fa- 
vours ſhould be a leſs inducement 
to good will, tenderneſs, and 
commiſeration, than the confer- 

ring of them; and that the tak · 
ing care of any Perſon ſhould en- 
dear the Child or Dependant more 
to the Parent or Benefactor, than 
the Parent or Benefactor to the 


Child or Dependant : yet fo it 
happens, that for one cruel Pa- 


rent, we meet with one thouſand 
Uandu- 


C TI 
Undutiful Children. This is, in- 
deed, wonderfully contrived, for 
the ſupport of every living ſpe- 
cles; but at the ſame time that 
it ſhews the wiſdom of the Crea- 
tor, it diſcovers the imperfection 
and degeneracy of the creature.” 
«© The obedience of Children 
to their Parents is the baſis of all 
government; and ſer forth as the 
meaſure of that obedience which 
we owe to thoſe whom Providence 
hath placed over us.” 
Is is Father le Comte, if l am 
not miſtaken, who tells us how 
want of duty in- this particular 
A 3 is 


1 
is puniſhed among the Chineſe, 
inſomuch, that if a ſon ſhould 


be known to kill, or ſo much as 
to ſtrike his father, not only the 
criminal, but his whole family 
would be rooted out; nay, the in - 


habitants of the place where he 
lived would be put to the ſword ; 


the place itſelf razed to the. 


ground, and its foundation ſown 
with fall For, ſay they, there 
muſt haye been an utter deprava- 
tion of manners in that clan or 
ſaciety of - people, who could 
have bred up among them fo 
horrible an offender.” To this 
85 1 c f1 1 


[1 
I ſhall add a paſlage from Hero- 
detus, the hiſtorian, who in his 
account of the Perſian cuſtoms 
and religion tells us, it js their 
opinion, that no man ever killed, 
his father, or that it is poſſible: 
ſuch a crime ſhould be in nature; 
but that if any thing like it ſhould ' 
ever happen, they conclude, that | 
the. reputed ſon muſt have been 
illegitimate, ſuppoſitious, or be- 
gotren in adultery, ' Their opi- 

nion in this particular, ſhews 
ſufficiently what a notion they 

mult have had of ungetifelncs | in 
general,” 


[L vii 1 

So far our author; —and we 
preſume to hope, that the hiſtorical 
facts here collected together will 
have a due influence on the minds 
of the youth of both ſexes, whoſe 
inſtruction and entertainment the 
compiler had principally in view, 
and that they will imitate the ex- 
amples of the good children, 
and ſee with deteſtation and hor- 
ror, the vicious behaviour of the 


unnatural and degenerate, 
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AnLIUs ToRQUATUS, a brave 
young Roman, notwithſtanding he 
was treated with great ſeverity by his fa- 
ther, wha kept him in the country in a kind 
of exile among his flaves, and behaved ta 
him in other reſpects with the utmoſt ſeve- 
rity ; yet on hearing that Pomponius the 
Tribune, had arraigned his father for his 
ſeverity, and the rigour with which be 
had levied the troops, he went to that ma- 
giltrate, and putting a dagger to his throat, 
made him promiſe with an oath, to deſiſt 
from the impeachment ; and by this reſo- 
lute act ſaved his father at the hazard of his 

owns 
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own life. And yet it is remarkable of 
this Manlius Torquatus, that he uſed his 
. own fon with great rigour, and at length 
cauſed him to be put to death on the fol- 
lowing occafion : War being declared by 
the Romans agaiaſt the Latines 5 Mankus 
Torquatus and Decius Mus, who were at 
that time conſuls, marched into the field 
to give them battle: when ſtriẽt orders | 
were iſſued, that no man, upon pain of 
death, ſhould fight without leave. It hap- 
pened, that the ſon of Manlius having ad- 
vanced with a body of horſe to reconnoĩtre 
the enemy, he was challenged by Metius, 
Captain of the Tuſeulans. He accepted 
the challenge, flew Metius, and brought 
away his ſpoils, which he laid at his fa- 
ther's feet, who ordered him to be put to 
3 the ſpot, for fighting without 

or : 


Caius Marius, one of the greateſt Ro- 
| mans ot his age, ſurnamed Coriolanus, on 
* account of his having taken the city of 
Corioli, the capital of the Volſci, with a 

a I : force 
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farce conſiderably inferior to the veſieged, 
— a quarrel afterwards with the Ro- 

- on account of their 

him the Conſulate, carried his reſentment 
to a great height; whereupon he was 
brought before' the Senate, and being 
judged by the people, was condemned to 
perpetual- baniſhment. Coriolanus, upon 

this, retired to the Volſci, and Markte 
them up to make war againſt his own 
country; and he in conjunction with the 
Volſcian general, headed their troops. 
After ſeizing upon ſeveral towns, they 
marched and encamped within five miles 
of Rome. The Romans were now ſtruck © 
with & panic at the approach of theſe 
forces, under fo intrepid a commander as 
Coriolanus, therefore they thrice ſent am · 
baſſadors to him, promiſing hm to grant 
any thing he ſhould demand, upon condi- 
tion of laying down' his arms. But they 
could obtain no other terms than theſe, 
viz. that beſides gratifying him, they 
ſhould alſo grant the Volſei what they de- 
manded. - This could not be complied 


with 
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with; and he was about to give his re- 
venge its utmoſt ſcope ; when Veturia his 
mother, and. Volumnia his wife, accom- 
ied by a great number of ladies of the 
higheſt diſtinction, went to him.  Corio- 
lanus, ſtruck with awe at the approach of 
his mother, advanced to embrace her; 
who drawing back, ſaid, ** before you 
% embrace me, let me know whether I 
«« am come to a ſon or an enemy; And 
after employing the moſt powertul perſua- 
fron the was miltreſs of in behalf of her 
country, the added, you ſhall not ſtir a 
1% foot towards treading down your coun- 
„ try, without firſt trampling upon the 
dead body of her who brought you into 
„ the world.“ At theſe words, he threw 
himſelf about her neck, and faid aloud, 
* © rot you have gained the victory, 
% moſt fi for my country, but 
« moſt deſtructive to myſelf.” Thus in 
an inſtant be granted, from a ſenſe of * 
to his mother, what be had refuſed before 
to the pontifices, prieſts, governors of reli- 
gious houſes, and augurs, who had waited” 
on 
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on him in all their proper ornaments and 


habits in ſolemn proceſſion, humbly 
for an accommodation, but all Is im, > 


In the beginning of the triumvirate of 
Octaviue Cæſar, Marc Antony, and Le- 
us, at Rome, when nothing but pro- 
i and murders were heard of, when 
the moſt ſacred ties of nature were vioia- 
ted, except in ſome ſingular and ſtriking 
inſtances, when Rome was in fo wretched 
a ſituation, and diſorder reigned in ſuch a 


manner, that many perſons who were not 


condemned to die, loſt their lives in the 
confuſion ; one Oppius, a virtudũt young 
Roman, had ſo great an affection fgj hi 
father, who was proſcribed, that at 
nard of his own life, he took the aged and 
decrepit old man upon bis ſhoulders, and 
conveying him ſafely to the ga fide, pro- 
cured a veſſel, and eſcaped witIFhim to Sicily. 
For which inſtance of filial tenderneſs, the 
ghople of Rome were moved to recall him 
and reſtore him to his country; and on his 
return to Rome, they | ans Adiley 
| or 
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or deputy Tribune, and preſented him alſs 
with large ſums of money. In this inſtance 
we ſee in what eiteem, filial piety was held 
by the Romans. 


Tur virtwe is thought of fuck impart- 
ance in China, that a profound ſubmiſſion 
of children and their parents is required 
by law z and they worſhip in their houſes 
the ſtatues and images of their parents. 
Even the emperor of China himſelf on cer- 
tain days of the year pays his reſpocts to 
his mother in public, with great ceremony, 
in the following manner; ſhe is ſeated om 
a lofty and ſuperb throne, moſt richly or- 
namented, and the emperor, four times on 
his feet, and four times on his knees, makes 
her a profound reverence, bowing his head 
even to the ground, The ſame cuſtom is 
obſerved throughout the greateſt part of 
the eaſt. 


Tur following is a very ſtriking inſtance 
of the extraordinary veneration in which 
filial duties were held among the Chinels. 

The 


K = 
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The Freat Gingſong, Emperor of China, 
being once ſet upon by five brethren, who 
came upon him by ſurpriſe in order to take 
away his life, he defended himſelf with 
great reſolution, and flew four of them 
with his ſabre ; and while he was ſtruggling 
with the fifth, his guards coming up were 

ing to cut the conſpirator in pieces. 
Hold, cried the Emperor with a calm and 
placid countenance ; at leaſ let one of the 


fer tunate family be juffered to live, that 


| Bor er abe, the fourth king of Poland, 
had the picture of his father in a plate af 
gold, tied. with a ribbon round his neck, 
and hanging before his breaſt. This he 
conſtantly wore ; and when he was to ſpeak 
or tranſact any thing of mnportance; he uſed 
to kiſs the picture and ſay, dear fa, her, is 
2 ] may not de any * .. or | 
ry of thy name. 
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The following little flory is related by an 
ingenious and polite foreign author, a 
afferts the truth of it, and that the par» 
ties are fill living in France. 


In a great ſea-port, in one of the moſt 
diſtant provinces of that kingdom, there 
lived a merchant, who had carried on tr. de 
with equal honour and proſperity, till he 
was turned of fifty years of age, aud then, 
by a ſudden ſeries of unexpetted and us a- 
voidable loſſes, found himſelf unable to 
comply with his engagements, and his 
wife and children, in whom he placed his 
principal happineſs, reduced to ſuch n 
ſituation as doubled his diſtreſs, tis fole 
recourſe, in this dilemma, was the re- 
flection, that upon the ſtricteſt review of 
his own conduct, nothing either of iniqui- 
ty or imprudence appeared. He thought 
it beſt therefore to repair to Paris, in order 
to lay a true ſtate of his affairs before his 
creditors, that being convinced of his ho- 
neſty, they might be induced to pity his 

misfortunes 


in 
„ 4 
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Thus, Sir, you will ſatisfy your vengeance, 


without ſealing their irretrievable ruin 
And there his tears and fighs Mopped his 
utterance. His father's creditor beheld him 
upon his knees in this condition for a full 
quarter of an hour z be then fternly bid 
him riſe; and fit down, which he obeyed. 
The gentleman thenwalked from one corner 
of the room to the other, in great agitation 
of mind, for about the ſame ſpace of time. 
At length, throwing his arme about the 
young man's neck, I find, faid he, there 
is yet ſomethiog more valuable than money. 
I have an only daughter, for whoſe fate L. 
have the utmoſt anxiety. I am reſol ved 
to fix it 5 in masrying you ſhe muſt-be hay- 
py. Go, carry your father's diſcharge, aſie 
his conſent, — 1 him inſtanthy hither, and 
let us bury in the joy of this alliance alt 
remembrance of what has formerly hap-' 
pened ” Thus the generous zratitude of 
the ſon rele ved the ores Loa the Pn 
father. | 


* 
127 

1 
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The man, who had conſidered wealth 
and happineſs as ſynonymous terms, was 
freed from that fatal. error; and Provi- 
dence vindicated the manner of its pro- 
ceeding, by thus bringing light out of 
darkneſs, and through a ſhort ſcene of mĩ- 
ſery, rewarded a - virtuous family with 
Lifting peace, in the enjoyment of that 
— ad ooo Portage 


"F.. 


Another remarkable inſtance if filial Me- 


tion in France. 


A VETERAN, worn out in the — of 
France, was reduced. without & penſion ; 
by continual labour he procured a ſoanty 
pittance, which ſcarcely kept in motion- 
the pulſe of life. He complained not, 
nor did he repine-at. the will of Providence, 
having never deviated from the paths of . 
honour, he knew not ſhame, whilt the 
diea of conicious merit Rev. rang? "7% 
bluſh of modeity. | 20 

With the coarſeft food he had dens co 
tent, and with. a. mind · refigned to hessen, 

he 


LY 
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he had eaten the blackeſt bread with chear- 
fulneſs, were it not that a wife and three 
ſmall children ſhared his wretchedneſs. — 
Js this honour thy recompence ? Is this 
the reward for toil, for danger, for ſer- 
vice ? 

Fortune once led him by the hand—for- 
tune was fickle ;—yet ſhe placed his fon, a 
youth, in L'Ecole Militaire—himſelf had 
ſollicited a penfion, but not having the 
means to continue the neceſſary attend- 
ance which greatneſs required, he aban- 
doned his application, and retired from 
the world to content and poverty. He 
knew mankind, therefore he was not ſur- 
priſed that his miſery ſhould baniſh friend- 
At L'Ecole Militaire, his ſon might 
command every convenience that could im- 
prove the comforts of life, and the moſt 
ſumptuous table was prepared for his duily 
repaſt ; yet amidſt all this noble proviſion a 
viſible inquietude appeared on the coun- 
tenance of the youth, and the firongeſt 
perſuaſion. could not prevail on bim ta 

- taſte 


—  —_———___ ec LC. 2M _ 


"513 


COL GO ET BM I 


T0, = WF 9 


RECOMMENDED AND ENFORC'D. 13 
taſte of any thing, except the coarſeſt bread 


and a draught of water. An abftinence of 
this kind,amidf the allurements of fo many 
temptations, was regarded by the maſters 


The boy with a manly fortitude re- 
— admitted to the protection of this 
royal foundation, my father conducted 
me hither. We came on foot an our jour- 
ney; the demands of nature were reliev- 
ed by bread and water. I was received, my 
father bleſſed me, and returned to the pro- 
tection of a helpleſs wife and family ; as long 
as I can remember, bread of the blackeft 
kind, with water, has been their daily ſub- 
bſtence, and even that is earned by labour 
of every kiod, which honour does not for- 
bid. To this fare, Sir, my father is re- 
turned ; therefore, whilſt he, my mother, 
and ſiſters, are compelled to endure ſuch 
wretchedaeſs, is it poſſible that I can en- 
joy 


* 


14 'FILIAL DUTY 


joy the bounteous plenty of my gracious 
king ? The duke felt this tale of nature, 
gave the boy three louis d'ors for pocket 
money, and that he would order 
his 'father a penſion. The youth, en- 
raptured at this benevolent aſſurance, be» 
ſeeched the duke's permiſſion to go im- 
mediately to his father with the joyful ti. 
dings. The duke aſſured him that it 
ſhould be carried by an expreſs. The boy 
then took the three louis d'ors. and beg- 
ged theſe might be ſent, tor they would be 
uſeful to his deareft relations; and whilſt 
they were in want, he could have no en- 
joyment even of the king's treaſures. Suck 
the ſenſibility that barmonizes the ſoul, 
and gives it the niceſt tone of benevolence 
and univerſal] commiſeration. And Choi- 
ſeul, if thy name be tranſmitted to poſte- 
rity, with every virtue that it merits, this 
inſtance of thy juſtice and bumanity, will 
digniſy the nobleſt action of thy life: 
Happy Louis, who had a miniſter faſcep- 
tible of ſuch tender ſenſations. Happy 


Tung Ha _ 
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Choiſeul, who had a virtuous prince to en- 
courage the indulgence of them. 

The miniſter failed not in his word. He 
brought forth indigent merit from diſtreſs, 
and the boy is now grown up an orna- 
ment to human nature, and is one of the 
beſt officers in the ſervice of France. 

Come to my aid, recollection, and en- 
courage the ſweet contemplation on ſub- 
jects like this which elevate humanity. 


Ponron tos Arricus, making the fu- 
neral oration on the death of his mother, 
among other things excited the attention 
of his auditors, by declaring he vas never 
reconciled to her in his life ; when perceiving 
them look at each other with ſome de- 
gree of aſtoniſhment, he added, ix all that 
time there never happened the 170 Jar be- 
raveen us that needed reconciliation 


Ansmann nE Ga zA, ſhewed very 
great affection and reverence to his mother 
Olympias ; he frequently made her noble 
preſents out of the ſpoils of war which 1 

| h 
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termeddle in ſtate affairs, or take upon her- 
Werren 
vernors whom he had 
— 26 thinecatbartieraguet, end 
reproved him very ſeverely ; which he bore 
with great patience, nptwithſtanding he 
knew her to be in the wrong.—Some time 
after this, having received letters from An- 


tipater (one of the governors of Macedo- 


nia in his abſence) complaining af her con- 
duct. Aantipater, (ſays Alexander to one 
of his favourites preſent) does not 4 
that one fingle tear of my mother is ably 10 
blot out fix bundred of bis epr/iles. 


Cicz ao, the brother of Marcus, being 
proſcribed during the triumvirate of Ofta- 
vius Cæſar, Marc Antony, and Lepidus, 
who ordered ſtrict ſearch to be made after 
him, in order to take away bis lifes bis 
fon concealed him, and batfled :be attempts 

of 
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of his purſuersz on which account they 


ſeized the ſon, and put him to the tor- 
ture ; but ſuch was his love for his father, 
that no puniſhment or tortures could force 
him to betray his aged parent. Nor was 
the father unworthy of his affection, as 
the ſequel ſhews ;z for having heard of the 
ſufferings of his ſon, and with what forti- 
tude he bore them, he was ſo touched with 
this proof of his piety, that he voluntarily 
ſurrendered himſelf up to death to ſave the 
life of his ſon. 

EPAMINONDAS, the Theban general, be 
ing aſked what was the moſt pleaſant thing 
that bad happened to him throughout his 
whole life, replied, that when he carried 
away the prize at the Leuctrian victory, 
his father and mother were alive and pre- 
Eat. 


Tarzs brothers, upon the death of a 
certain king their father, feil out about 
the ſucceſſion to the kingdom; and at 
length it was agreed to leave their diſpute 

Cc 
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to the determination of a neighbouring 
king, to whom they accordingly referred I} 
the matter. The arbirrator | immediately 
ordered the dead body of the father to be 
taken out of his grave, and directed that 
each of the ſons ſhould ſhoot an arrow at 
his heart ; and that he who hit it, or came 
the neareſt to it ſhould ſucceed to the 
throne. The eldeſt brother ſhot firſt, and 
his arrow paſſed through the throat of his 
father; that of the ſecond fon went into 
the breaſt, but miſſed the heart. When 
it came td the turn of che youngeſt bro · 
ther to ſhoot, he declined the manner of 
conteſt with the utmoſt deteſtation. 7 Ba 
rather, ſaid he, give up my claim to this and 
all the kingdoms in the world to my brothers, 
than treat the body of my father with this 
ſeandalons indignity. No, I freely refign all 
my preten/ions to the kingdom. The king, 


who was to determine this matter, on hear- 
ing this ſpeech, immediately declared, that 
the youngeſt alone was worthy of ſacceeding 
in the kingdom, as having given a convin- 
cing proof how much he excelled his bro» 
thers 


* 
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ng chers in virtue, by the filial regard he bad 
— de wn to the dead body of his father. 

"Y F. 14 F 

de Is the civil wars at Rome, between Oc- 
at 


tavius Caſar and Antony, and their adhe- 
rents, when fathers, ſons, and brothers 
of the ſame family eſpouſed oppoſite fides, 
it happened, in the laſt battle at Actium, 
wherein Octavius Cæſar was victor, that 
when the priſoners were numbered ac- 
cording to cuſtom, among the reſt, Old 
Metellius, a valiant Roman, paſſed in re- 
view before Cæſar, he having fought under 
Antony, whereas his fon Metellus bad 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in battle in the army 
of Cæſar. The old man's face was fo al- 
tered by anxiety and confinement, that no 
body knew him except his ſon, who upon 
diſcovering his father ran eagerly to en- 
brace him, and: then turning to ORavius 
Ceſar. ** This, thy enemy (ſaid he) hath 
at deſerved death at your band, but I am not. 
Ng unworthy of ſome rewaid for the ſervice I. 
1 have done thee; I therefore beſeech thee 


0- IF inltead. of that which is owing to * 
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thou would'ſt preſerve the life of this man, 
and cauſe me to ſuffer death in his ſtead. 
Cæſar was ſo affected with this inſtance of 
young Metellus's piety, that although bis 
father was his (Cæſar's) moſt bitter ene- 
my, he gave him a free pardon, without 
accepting the exchange propoſed by the ſon. 


Dzuzra ius, king of Aſia and Macedonia 
being taken priſoner in battle by Seleucus, 
king of Syria; Antigonus, the fon of the 
former, remained poſſeſſor of the king- 
dom, but inſtead of rejoicing at his ad- 
vancement to the throne ; he changed the 
royal purple into a mourning habit, and 
was in continual grief on account of the 
captivity of his father, He left no means 
untried to procure his releaſement ; he ſent 


fered to ſurrender up his kingdom to Se- 
leucus, and to remain himſelf with him 
as an hoſtage, if he would but free his pa- 
rent from confinement. When he heard 
of his father's death, he fitted out oo 


ambaſiacdors to the neighbouring poten- 
tates to ſolicit in his behalf: and even of- 
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and ſailed himſelf in it to receive the dead 
body, which was ſent by Seleucus towards 
Macedonia ; the ſolemnity on this occa- 
fion was grand and awful, but on receiv- 
ing the corpſe of his beloved father, his 
grief was ſo exceſſive, as nearly coſt him 
his life, and excited the wonder and com- 
paſſion of all the ſpeftators. | 


ARTAXERXES, the firſt king of Perſia, 
was remarkably fond of his wife Statira, 
and at the ſame time ſuch high notions had 
he of filial piety, that notwithſtanding be 
knew that by the wicked contrivance of 


— 
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in this inftance, we think that filial piety. 


was carried to too great an extreme, as it 
not only got the better of conjugal affec- 
tion, but alſo ſuppreſſed that juſt reſent- 
ment which the nature of his mother's 
* —— 4 IEWE 


Carvs FLamnnius, a Roman tribune, 
having propoſed a law for the diviſion of the 
lands of Gallia equally among the people, 
was oppoſed by the. ſenate with great ve- 
hemence, but he diſregarded their intrea- 
ties and threats. They then told him, if 

| he did not deſiſt from his defign they 
would raiſe an army againſt. him ; not- 
withltanding which be undiſmayed af- 
cendled the roſtr um, having all the people 
about him, whoſe votes he was ſure of hav- 
ing in his favour, as it was their intereſt 
that he eſpouſed on this occaſion; but he had 
no ſooner begun to harangue the people, 
than his father went to him, and taking 
him by the hand, enjoined him to hold his 
peace. and come down from the roſtrum ; 


awed dy this — he immediately 


obeyed 
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obeyed, and departed. Thus this reſolute 
Roman, who diſregarded the threatenings, 
of the whole Senate, was overcome by a 
ſingle command of his father z and the 
people whoſe cauſe be had forſaken, and 
whoſe intereſt was much prejudiced by 
this means, were ſo ſtruck with his duti- 
ful behaviour, that they neither murmur- 
ed nor reproached him for forſaking them, 
but the whole aſſembly approved, nay ap- 
plauded his obedience. 


A P.oman lady being ſentenced for ſome 
capital crime to be put to death, was fo 
far indulged on account ot her quality, as to 
have. her ſentence ordered to be executed 
privately in goal. The goaler moved with 
compaſſion towards her, did not ſtrangle her 
immediately, but, on her very earneſt en- 
treaty, accompanied perhaps with 2 bribe, 
ſufferecl her to remain in the prilon with» 
out ſuſtenance, that ſhe might be flarved 
to death, and indulged her io far as ta ſuf- 
fer her daughter to viſit her, who was al- 
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ways ſearched as ſhe went in, to prevent 

her carrying proviſions to her mother. 
When ſeveral days were paſſed, the 
goaſer went into the apartment where ſhe 
was confined, expecting to find her dead ; 
but to his great aſtoniſhment ſhe was ſtill 
alive, and had not the appearance of death 
in her countenance. This put hien upon 
obſerving what could be the occaſion of 
her ſurviving; accordingly, when her 
daughter eame again to ſee her, the goaler 
ſearched her more narrowly than uſual, 
and then placing himſelf privately at a 
cranny that looked into the room, he per- 
ceived the daughter giving her mother 
ſuck ; and thus by the milk in her breaft, 
ſuſtained her unfortunate aged parent, 
The goaler was fo ſtruck with this ſpecta- 
cle, that he immediately cauſed the news 
of it to be conveyed to the Conſul, who, 
together with the whole ſenate, were both 
ſurpriſed and pleaſed to a great degree, 
and ſent a free pardon directly to the 
for the old woman, and paid great 
honours to the daughter; and to preſerve 
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the memory of the fact, in the place where 
the prifon ſtood, ' they cauſed an altar to 
be ereied to p. 1 8 


Is the timeiof Pedre the Cruel, a an an- 
tient citizen was by him condemned to die, 
upon a very trifling occaſton 3 and ben the 
poor old man was brought to the place of 
execution, his ſon, who.was about cighteen 
years old, earneftly entreated that be might 
be put to death. inftead of his father; 
which offer, the mercileſs tyrant, inſtead of 
pardoning both for this extraordinary in- 
ſtance of piety, accepted ; moan OR 


to be executed immediatefy. " 


SexTOR i, the Roman general, a man... 
invincible courage as well as of great 
owledge in the art of war, was extreme- 
y aſſectionate and obedient to his mother; 
ay, be. carried his afﬀfettion fo far, that 
his behaviour upon hearing of her iflaeſ, 
hilt he had the command of an army in 
pain, would have rendered a perſon of 
ſ approved bravery ſuſpected of * 
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ice ; ſor, on 
that ſhe was ill, he was fo afraid leſt pro- 


per care ſhould not be taken of her, that 


he deſired leave to reſign his command, 
and return to Rome; being however, per- 
ſuaded not to quit ja. honourable and pro- 
fitable an employment, and that at the ha- 
zard of his too, he remained 


with the army. us, on receiving the news * 
of her deathy: he became inconſolable; he 


lay ſeven days! ſuccefively. on the ground 
in the:greateſt agones 


ed his ſorrow to ſuch an excels as brought 
hier almoſt to the grave. 


vr 13 


— the Roman Bunperor, when 


| ſomewhat advanted in vente, was deſirous 


of ſeitipg the'crown- an the head of his ſon 
Degius, ha had always been a good and 
obediert fon; but the latter declined ac- 
cepting the generous offer of his father, 
wien this remarkable ſpeech: I fear let 

2 36 being 


advice ſrom Rome 


„during which time 
— — 
nor would he fuffer, any of bis moſt fami- 


Har friends to comgnear him; but indulg- 
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© being made at Emperor, I ſhould forget 


& that I am a fon. I had rather be 0 
1% Emperor, and a datiful ſom than an Em- 
** peror, and ſuch a {ba ha hath forſaken 
5+ his due obedience. ' Let then my father 
% continue to bear the rule, and let this 
6 be my empire, to obey with all humility 
© whatever he ſhall command me.” Upon 
this, the intended ſolemnĩty, for which pre- 
parattons hall been making, was put off, and 
the young man wat not crouned: But it 
muſt be allowed, that this ſignal. inſtance 
of picty towards his parent was a more 
glorious crown. to him, than that 3 
conſiſted of gold and je wels. 


Danis, Emperor of Pera, having i in- 
vaded Scythia, with the whole: farce of his 
empire, the Scythian retreated by de- 
grees, till they came: to the utmoſt deſarts 
of Afia, when Darius ſent to know of them 
what end they propoſed by thus fiying from 
him, and where it was that they would 
begin to fight.” They returned him for an- 
ſwer, that they bad no cities or cultivated 
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lands for which they had occaſion to give 
hin battle, but when once he was come to 
the place of their fathers monuments, he 
ſhould then underftand after what manner 
the Scythians could fight. Thus we ſee 
what public teſtimony even the moſt barba- 
rous nations have given of their affection 
tor their parents. 
Ax one of the eruptĩons of Mount tna, 
in Sicily, (now called Mount Gibel, by 
the ifhabitants) this volcano made a moſt 
unuſual noiſe, throwing out at the ſame 
time more. five and inſtammable matter, 
than. at any time befoce, which greatly 
terrified the inhabitants, notwithſtanding 
iome of them trad been uſed to eruptions 
from this mount before However, the 
coniternation was now ſo great that every 
one began to fly, carrying away their, moſt 
precious etfefts with them; among the in- 
habitants were two young men, brothers, 
the one named Amnapias, the other Am- 
; hinomas, who having jult began to pack 
ur ir valuables, inſlantly reflected that 
OP | their 
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their father and mother, who were both 
very aged and {ofirm, could not ſave them- 


of his many virtuous aftions, that they 

firove who ſhouſd give the greateft proofs of 

their affection for him ; and numbers of the 
D of 
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moſt wealthy of them left him conſidera - 
ble legacies at their death, by which he 
received vaſt wealth. Riches, which com- 
monly. corrupt the heart , man, ſerved 
on the contrary to diſplay. to ſtill greater 
advantage the virtues of Titus Antoninus. 
He flew to the relief of, all who were in 
diſtreſs, : ſiſted them with. his purſe, and 
comforted them by his friendly advice g- 
he ever-qreſervedt the ſame regard for his 
friends, and-the fame affeftion for his re- 
lationg as -before. the increaſe of his for» 
tune. Not. forgetful of the duty he owed 
to his- father; who- was naw advanced to 
a great age, he ſerved him both as a guide 
and ſupport whenever he had occaſion to 
go abroad. One day, the Emperor Adrian 
having con vcked the: Senate, Titus As- 
toninus conducted thither his infirm and 
father, who was one of the mem- 

bers, holding him under the arm, and 
ſupporting in à manner the whole weight 
of his body. The Emperor, ſtruck with 
the extraordinary tenderneſs ar.d affection 
which Titus ſhewed towards the feeble 
old 
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old man, reſolved immediately to adopt 
him as his heir to the crown, that he might 
have the pleaſure of paſſing the remainder 
of his days with a man who ſhewed ſuch * 
attention to his parent ; being certain from 
the ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition, that the 
Romans would enjoy peace and happineſs 
under his reign.” This was z moſt extraor- 
dinary reward indeed, for the filial piety 
of this deſerving young man. 

And it appears that Adrian was not de- 
ceived in his expectations; for he aſſiſted 
that Emperor in his government with 
great wiſdom and affiduity, and comforted 
him with all the affection of a fon during 
his illneſs. After the death of Adrian, 
Titus aſcended the throne, to the great 
happineſs of the people. He remitted all 
that was due to- the Emperor's treaſury, 
aboliſhed many taxes which were too bur- 
thenſome, examined into the conduct of 
thoſe who had the adminiſtration of juſz 
tice, rewarded the learned and ingenious, 
relieved the diftreſfed, kept his ſoldiers in 
exact diſcipline ; his virtues were admired 
#4 D 2 by 
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beſought by them to adjuſt their diſputes, 
which were ſubmitted to his determination. 


(wbich were the images of thoſe deities 
the pagans worſhipped in their houſes at 
that time.] The Grecians were pleaſed 
with his piety, and gave him permiſſioa te 
carry out one thing more, whereupon he 
took bis father in his arms, who was very 
+ anijent and decrepit, and carried him forth. 
W 
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or have fallen into the hands of the enemy, 
had not his fon Scipio (afterwards furnam- 
ed Africanus, on account of his ſubduing 
Africa) though at that time but a ſtripling 
not quite 17 years of age, Yew to his re- 
lief, and fought with ſuch amazing intrepi- 


34 FILIAL DUTY 


of the enemy. Thus we ſee, this valiant 
youth, inſpired by no other motive than a 
pious affection for his parent, running into 
ſuch dangers, and encountering ſuch diffi- 
culties as would have diſmayed the moſt 
hardy veteran. And by acting from this 
noble principle, we find his endeavours were 
crowned with ſucceſs. | 


Tus firſt gilt ſtatue erected at Rome, 
was that placed in the Temple of Piety, by 
M Acilius Glabrio, a knight, to, the ho- 
nour of his father, who had overcome An- 
tiochus in the Straits of Thermopylz. 


Nicolaus Daus cus, aſſures us 
that the Piſidians, inhabitants of a province 
in Aſiatic Turkey, uſed to preſent the 
choĩceſt of all the viands of a feaſt to their 
fathers and mothers, eſteeming it an unwor- 
thy thing to partake of a plentiful repaſt 
without firſt paying due honours to the au- 
thors of life. 


Wren M. Pomponius was a tribune of 
Rome, he brought an accuſation agaiaſt 
Lu- 
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Lucius Manlius, the fon of Aulus, who 
had been dictator, for having continued 
his dictatorſhip beyond the limited time z 
and alſo for baniſhing his ſon Titus. This 
young man, _ notwithſtanding his father 
had treated him with great ſeverity, as 
ſoon as he had heard of his danger, ſet 
out immediately for Rome, arrived there 
the next morning about day break, and 
went immediately to the houſe of Pompo- 
nius, who being informed of the arrival 
of Titus Manlius, eagesly roſe from his 
bed, imagining that the fon had brought 
ſome farther complaint againf the father 3 
and ordering all to depart the room, he 
ſent for Titus Mantiius to come to him. 
But Titus inſtead of adding to the charges 
brought againit his father, as ſoon as he 
entered the room, drew his ſword, and 
declared ſolemnly that he would that in - 
ſtant put a period to the lite of Pomponi- 
us, unleſs he would make oath not to pro- 
ceed in the proſecution of his father, Pom · 
ponius being terrified, gave his oath to 
drop the accuſation ; and accordingly he 
aſſembled the people, and told them that 

it 
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it was requiſite for him to deſiſt from arp 
farther ings againff L. Manlius. 
Loa did the filial affection of the fon, 

gh tigorodfly dealt with, prevent the 
diſgrace and ruin of the father. 


Witn king Edward I. of England re- 
ceived the news of his ſon's death, he was 


informed of the death of Henry III. 

ther, he betume quite dejected and 

Mable ; at which Charts king of 
he ” - 


W1LL1AaM the Conqueror had promiſed 
his eldeſt ſon Robert, that he would leuve 


him in poſſeſſion of Normandy, as ſoon 
as he himſelf became maſter of England 


but after being crowned king of England, 


he 
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he delayed performance on pretence of 
the numerous revolts of the Engliſh, and 
the invaſions with which he was threatened 
by the Scots. and Danes; but all theſe ob- 
jections being removed, and the kingdom 
totally reduced to ſubmiſſion, Robert re- 
minded him of his promiſe; when the 
Conqueror flatly told him, be would not 
undreſs himſelf before he went to bed; 
and therefore he muſt wait till his deceaſe, 
The ſon, though ambitious, brave and en- 
terpriſing, maintained ſuch filial reſpect 
for his father, that he would have taken 
no ſteps to diſturb his tranquility, had be 
not been inſtigated thereto by ſome 
ing perſons, who being diſaſfected to the 
Conqueror, let flip no opportunity of 
kindling a dilleafion between bim and his 
eldeſt fon ; repreſenting to the latter, whoſe 

temper, though mild, was yet inflamma- 

ble, that his father's refuſal was not only 

an injury but a flagrant affrant ; and that. 
his intention was to ſhare his Norman da- 

minions between his other two brothers, 

Willam Rufus and Henry, who had en- 


groſſed 
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grofſed his whole favour. Theſe remon- 
ſtrances, together with an affront he re- 
ceived about this time from his brothers, 
who, either by accident or defign, beſprink - 
led him with ſome water, which they pre- 
tended to throw at each other in jeſt, fo 
exaſperated him, that he adhered to the 
council of his diſaffected adviſers, and bes 
ing joined by many confederates,- he at- 
tempted to take ſome places in Normandy, 
in which having failed, he was at length 
admitted into Getberoy, a ſtrong fortreſs 
in the Beauvoiſis. Hi- father William be- 
gan his march in the depth of winter, and 
inveſted Gerberoy, the ſiege of which he 
carried on with vigour about three weeks, 
during which many ſallies were made, and 
a number of ſignal adventures in chivalry 

med. In one of the actions, Robert 
perceivirg an officer of the Engliſh army, 
fizhting on horſeback with remarkable 
proweſs and impetuoſity, ran at him with 
a lance, wounded and diſmounted him at 
the firſt encounter, The next blow would, 
in all probability, have put an end to his 


life, 
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life, had not the vanquiſhed perſon lifted 
up his beaver, and diſcovered to Robert 
the individual countenance of his father. 
Robert, ſhocked at this outrage, which he 
had unknawingly committed againſt the 
laws of nature, immediately fell upon his 
knees, craved pardon, with tears in his 
eyes, and remounted his father with his 
own hands. Tlfus we ſee this youth, who 
though irritated at his father's unkind be- 
haviour, to take up arms againſt him, yet 
when he had him in his power, and might 
have gratified both revenge and ambition, 
he falls on bis knees, and with tears im- 
plores torgiveneſs for aſſaulting his-perſon, 
not knowing againſt whom he had lifted 
up his hand, 


Six Thomas More, who was Lord 
High Chancellar in king Henry the 
Vilith's tme, was remarkably dutiful to 
his parents, from his iafancy- to the time 
of his death; and ſo far was he from be- 
ing aſbamed of publickly ſhewing his re- 
gard to his father, that when he himſelf 
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was Lord Chancellor, and his father only 
Judge of the King's-Bench, he would - 
ways in his paſſage through Weſtminiter- 
Hall, to the Houſe of Lords, or to the 
Court of Chancery, go firſt to the King's 
Beneh, and in the moſt reſpectful manner 
pay his duty to his father, thinking ſuch 


Mens:1rur Durand, a very confide- 
rale Merchant in France, not only lived 
up to the utmoſt extent of his income, by 
gratifying his own taſte for all kinds of 
expenſive amuſements, but alſo indulged 
a very amiable wife, and two ſons brought 
np to his own buſineſs, in the enjoyment 
of almoſt every ſpecies of luxury which 
money could procure. Having occafion 
to ſend his cldeſt ſon Pierre to a corre» 
fpondent of his, within a few leagues of 
Paris, to execute a commiſſion of im- 
portance, the young 'man appeared there 
(elegantly formed, and finely com- 
liſhed) upon a footing, in point of mag- 

mificencsy 
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ſhocked and diftreſſed, on his rerurn home, 
to find his father at the point of tb, 
and his affairs in the greateſt conſuſon 
Immediately upon his deceaſe, his cte- 
ditors ſeirad upon ev. y thing, and lee 
Madame Durand and her two ſons in ſo 
ſtraitened a fruation, that they had ſcarce 
a tuffictency to procure the common necel- 
fares of tife. The amiable and d'f. 

E conlolate 


4a FILIAL DUTY 


conſolate widow, having been long ac-, 
cuſtomed to affluent circumſtances, ſuf- 
fered more from the reduction of her in · 
come than many would have done who 
had lived in -a more frugal manner; and 
her ſons, both of them very fond of her, 
felt her diſtreſſes much more acutely than 
their own. —In vain were their joint en- 
deavours to prevail on their father's crodi · 
tors to behave with leſs ſeverity, on their 
mother's account: they heard all their in- 
"treaties, ſtrengthened by their prayers, 
with unaltered looks and unrelenting 
hearts.” Equally. immoveable alſo were 
thoſe, who, while their father lived in. 
proſperity, had called themſelves his 
friends, and. haſtened his rapid progreſs 
to run, by encouraging. his extravagant 
diſpoſition for their own private views. 
Animated by .their encouragements, he 
ſquandered away h's fortune in a manner 
which could not- but be attended with . 
conſequences truly to be deplored. Theſe 
friends were the firſt perſons who ſhut 
their doors againſt his unhappy widow and 

her 
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der children, at the time-when they ſtood 
moſt in need of their countenance and aſ- 


| procunng 
 blitances” The latter had Kill more 
reaſon than the former to feel the miſery 
f his condition, as he was 
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heard a ſyllable of him ſince bis removal, 
the feared that he was become inconſt ant, 
or that he had met with ſome unfortunate 
accident. a 
One evening as a nobleman was return · 
ing from his country-ſeat to Paris, he was 
aſſaſſinatedd: and a very large reward was 
immediately offered by a near relation who 
attended him, to the perſon who ſhould diſ- 
cover the murderer, that he might be 
brought to juſtice. 1 

Pierre happening to be in the ſtreet when 
this reward was publiſhed, determined to 
avail himſelf of it, in order to furniſh his 
mother with a ſum ſufficient to put her 
into ſome way of buſineſs which might 
afford her a decent maintenance. Fired 
with the generous, the tender idea of pro- 
viding for an ofﬀeRtionate parent, theugh 
'by the ſacrifice of his own life, he inſtantly 
burried to the Lieutenant of the Police to 
ſurrender himſelf. 

While he was haſtening along, over» 
v helmed (with a thouſand tormenting re- 
Secliong, be paſſed We ladies, without 
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bine, who bad been educated at the ſamg 
convent. —He ftarted on hear ing the well - 
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proſperity : inſtantly, however, conſider 
ing, that the intended ſacrifice out of the 
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doats on jeu, but the moſt unexpedicd 


misfortunes have hindered our meeting 
till chis u. tant. ard even now I maſt not 
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Lewis, aſtoniſhed at this confeſſion, could 
not help admiring his motive, while he 
his uncom mon heroifm z and 

in conſequence of this diſapprobation, he 
abſolutely refuſed to be an evidence againſt 
him, Pierre, however, at length almoft 
_ -falked him into an acquieſcence with every 
thing that might tend to the relief of their 
mother under the heavy * her 


L now n winid 0 Ky 
mother; who — im appezr unuſually 
dejected, r 
had happened, and queſtioned 
22S 
Before he could give her 2 fatisſactury 
anſwer, he was ſummoned to attend the 
trial of his brother. Pierre having eat 
neftiy-intreated him to be firm, and to ſpeak 
boldly againſt him, foon received his ſen- 
tence; 2 ſentence which the chief nayi- 
rate and the- counſellors afſembled, nei- 
ther wiſhed for, nor expeRted;- ; 


Madame 
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Madame Durand, begi to harbour 
ſome icions, from the exceſſive af- 
fiction into which ber yonngeſt ſon was 
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mind. ſufficiently noble to make hi 
fice his life for his mother's ſſ 
The judge and the counſellors were 
ceedingly affected by all they faw, and all 
they heard; yet they coald not tell which 
way to determine. "ao" a 
Lucilia at this moment preſſing through 
the crowd, almoſt out of breath, and 
calling to ſome people to follow her, 
ged her father to hear them, affuring him 
that Pierre was not guilty , adding, that 
the real aſſaſſin was found; that he had 
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they Ghould come too late, ſhe had burned 
into court with them. Her bluſbes, and 
the extreme agitation of her whole frame, 
moved all the father in the judge: he 
waited, however, to hear the information 


was 
tual murdarer ; and on being ſatisſed that 
tual murderer ſiaod before him, ordered 
the guards to unbind Pierre. 

Madame Durand then claſping her re- 
leaſed fon to ber affectionate boſom, heid 
him there for ſome moments in an agony 
of joy, weeping over him, and pouring 
out her fervent acknowledgzments to the 
ſupreme judge, for the preſervation of a 
ſon, whote Glial afeRtion ſhe could not 
help extolling, at the ſame tame, in the 
terms. Pierre tenderly returned 
his mother's affectionate embraces, and 
then, turning to Lucilia, thanked her 
for i kindly intereſting berſcif upen his 
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exprefſed his ſurpriſe m and admiration of 
ſuch an ancommon proof of filial affection, 
— i to be the and wrong 

not I im to be the cauſe, 
an error 1 — of his unmerited 
death. He then aſked his daughter, how 
they decame acquaiuted. She iately 
related all that had paſſed between them 
at her aunts —adding, * 1 hope, Sir, you 
will not condemn me for the choice of a 
man, in whoſe favour you owned yourſelf 
iced, even when you believed him 

guilty of the blackeſt of crimes.” 
Inftead of returning an anſwer to this 
qech, he addreſſed hitnſelf ro Madame 
2; and after having congratulated 
eing the tnother of ſuch a ſon, 
thus proceeded : ** In order to make you 
ſome amends, Madam, for the diſtreiles 
of vatious kinds in which you have been 
uifortunately involved, 1 mult deſire you 
to look upon my daughter, for the fbture, 
re ow My fortune ſhall be fettled 
on her and your fen, if yo approve of 
their union.“ A 
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- It is not eaſy to deſcribe either the 
mother's gratitude or the ſon's exultation 
on the conclufion of this addreſs. Lewis 
and a gs D' Aubine were ſent 


for t n the 
worthy magiſtrate then ſaid to Pierre, 
9 as good a huſband as you have 


a ſon, and it will be my daughter's 
fault, if if the is not the bappieſt-. of 
wives.” 


| CLnomenes, King of Sparta, being 
diftreſsed by his enemy Antigonus king 
of Magedon, ſent unto Ptolemy king of 
Egypt for help, who promiſed it upon con- 
dition to have his mother and child in 
pledge. Cleomenes was a long time aſha- 
med to make his mother acquainted with 
theſe conditions, went oftentimes on pur- 
poſe to let her underſtand it, but when, he 
came, he had nat the heart to break it to 
her : ſhe ſuſpecting, aſked his friends if 
her ſon had not ſomething to ſay to her; 
whereupon he broks the Oy 

* 


* 
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when ſhe had heard it, the inſtantly ſaid, 
Ho comes it to paſs thou haſt conceal- 
ed it ſo long? Come, come, put me 
ftraight into a ſhip, and ſend me whither 
thou wilt, that this body of mine may do 
fome good unto my country before crooked 
age conſame it without profit.” Cra- 
teſiclea, for fo was her name, being ready 
to depart, took Cleomenes into the temple 
of Neptune. Embracing and kifling him, 
and perceiving that his heart was fall of 
ſorrow for her departure, © king of 
Sparta, ſaid ſhe, ** let no man fee when 
we come out of the temple, that we have 
wept, and diſhonoured Sparta.” Whilſt 
the was with Ptolemy, the Achaians ſought 
to make peace with Cleomenes, but he 
durſt not, becauſe of his pledges which 
were with king Ptolemy : which ſhe hear - 
ing of, wrote to him that he ſhould' wor 
fpare to do any thing that might conduce 
to the honour or ſafety of his country, 
though without the conſent of king 
Ptolomy, for fear of an old woman and 
a boy. 

2 einne 
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Craxarts, the uncle of Cyrus the 
Great, having been an eye-witnefs of the 
conduct, and many amiable 
his , was deſirous of 
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his father, and baniſh from him the ideas 
of his infirmities, counterfeited the part of 
a young child before him, by putting on 
a dreſs of different colours, and imitating 
children in their plays, and cries, jumping 
about him, ftumbling defignedly, and rol- 
linz about on the ground, being ſatisfied 
if he could make his aged parent laugh x 
for whom he likewiſe provided all the ne- 
ceſſarĩes of life, ; 


A cuil d eight years of age, gave a ftrik= 
ing proof of filial tenderneſs. His parents 
were ſo poor, that they were even deſti- 
tute of a coverlid to defend them in the 
ſummer from the flies ; this infant fiript 
himſelf naked to the waiſt, and ſtood by 
the fide of the bed, expoſing his delicate 
ſkin to the flies, without driving them 
away : when they are fillet with my blood, 
ſaid he, they abel let my parents be at ref. 


MixsuUN loſt his mother when he was 
very „gung, his father took another wife, 
by whom he had two children; Minſun 
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was very ſeverely treated by this Rep- 
mother, but never compfained. He one 
day fell in a ſwoon at his father's feer, 
who then knew the cauſe of it, and was 
going to diſmiſs. the unnatural ftep- 
mother, but Minſun hindered him. My 
father, ſaid he, there are three children of 
ns, 1 am the only one who ſuffers,” but if 
you ſend your wife away, we muſt all ſuf- 
fer. The father was tonched with theſe 
words, and the ſtep-mother being in- 
formed of them, became an — 
parent to Minſun. 


A Faming of bread happening to af- 
fi the land, Two brothers omitted no- 
thing that could contribute to their mo- 
ther s ſubſiſtence. The elder returning 
ene day from the fields, where he had been 
gathering ſome roots, unhappily fel into 
the hands of certain famiſhed- robbers, 
who were ſo inhuman as to kill and eat alt 
they met with. As they | were juſt about 
to diſpatch him, Gentlemen, ſaid he; weep- 
ing, I have an aged mother at home who 
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i ve altar ad wept 
in ſuch a manner, as might make her be- 
lieve that he ftill kept his poſt. The an- 
ziety of the ſon for the mother was 
to that of the mother for the ſon. 
his domeſtics brought him a packet, he firſt 
enquire if his mother was in” health, * 
it anſwered in the affirmative, he let the 
packet lie unopened : ** fince my mother 
« is well, faid he, I am fatisfied, any 
thing elſe is not worth my taking wy 
6 


Six mernkus dwelt together in a fa- 
mily, - their little ſubſtance as well as ex- 
pences were in common ; nor was there 
ever a cloſer union known. One day the 
wife of one of the youngeſt ſaid privately 
to her huſband, we live very poorly, F 
«« have by me ſome money, — 
jet us go and live by ourſelves:”” 
LL 
told her it was proper to prepare 
a ſupper, and aſſemble their relations, 

accord 
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| middle of the room, and addreffing him- 
ö ſelf to his eldeſt brother's wife, as miſtreſs 
of the hguſe, “ My. wite, faid he, is. a 
ö « wi | tO per- 
6 ſuade me to forget my kindred, and ſe- 
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acceſs to her huſband, and ſtah ing 


late in the eveni , by exchan dreſzes, 
his lib I A 


oy te 
prince, his ally, * 


him in reconquering his kingdom. 
PauTlus Kultus, at the 


expiration 
of his conſulſhip, preferred the ſweets of 
retire- 


n Es 
Ar bis 


place. l B- 


all the aids and aſſiſtance, that were neceſ- 
ſary in forming bath their minds and bo- 
dies; he was often preſent at their ſtudies 
and exerciſes, evincing that he was the 
father, who had moft love and tender- 
neſs for his children. 


fuſe whatever was hurtful, or difhonour-. 


able, and to prefer the permanent and 
durable good, before momentary and fleet- 
ing pleaſures, She knew that in the prac- 
tice of this doctrine of refu/firg. lay al 
the leeds of virtue, and the foundation 


of every thing great and truly noble, for 


which reaſon, ſhe never gratified her chil- 
M G dren 
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dren with what was improper for her to 
dive, or them to receive. 


Const, a Roman Lady of exem- 
' plary virtue, was left a widow with twelve 
children, only three of the twelve arrived 
at years of maturity; one daughter, whom 
ſhe married to the ſecond Scipio Africanus, 
and two ſons whom ſhe ſo carefully inſtruc - 
ted, that though born with the moſt happy 


* gen and diſpoſitions, it was jydged 
Gar hore ti more indebted to educa- 


tion nature. A Campanian Lady who 
be * Sch, and ſtill fonder of pomp and 
WE. E vit to Cornelia, having diſplayed 


her . diamonds, pearls, and richeſt jewels, 
earneſtly defired Cornelia to let her ſee her 
jewels alſo. This amiable Lady diverted 

the conyerfation to another ſubject, till the 
> *xeturn of her ſons from the publick ſchool. 
Muhen they entered their mother's apart- 
| ments, ſhe ſaid to her viſitor, pointing to them, 
Theſe are my jewels, and the onl; ornaments 
{4 admire, and juch ornaments which are the 
Arengtb and /upport of ſociety, add a brighter 
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luftre to the fair than all the jewels of the 
ca 

Tit ente Jeckedes bn i greet lafiruc- 
tion for ladies and mothers. 


A Younc gentleman of fortune being 
one day out a courſing, was way-laid, and 
very near being robbed and murdered, by 
a band of aſſaſſins who infeſted the coup- 
try. His father happened to come by at 
the very inſtant, to whom he related the 
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AcesiLavus, King of Sparta, was one 
of tte moſt tender and indulgent fathers : 
having been ſurpriſed by a friend, when rid- 
ing upon a hobby-horſe to divert his infant 
| progeny ; Say »othing of it, ſaid the good 
old King, till you become a fake yourſelf. 


Tus Prince of the Locrians made a de- 
erce, that whoever was convicted of adul-. 
tery, ſhould be puniſhed with the loſs of 
both his eyes. His cw /on was the firſt 
delinquent, being apprehended in the very 
fact, and brought to a public trial; how 
could the father acquit himſelf in ſo de- 
licate a conjunQure ? ſhould he execute 
the law in all its rigour, this would be 
worſe than death to the unhappy youth ? 
ſhould he pardon him? this would de- 
feat the deſign of his ſalutary inſtitution. 
To avoid both theſe inconveniences, he or- 
dered one of his own eyes to be pulled out, 
and one of his ſon s. 


Precion, the Athenian, in conven. 
tion of his great merit, had been forty 
times elected General at their public aſſeme 


RECOMMENDED AND ENFORC'D, 69 
blies, always in his abſence, and without 
any previous ſollicitation on his part. His 
wife was ſufficiently ſenſible of the hongur 
and glory reflefted on her huſband, from 
this public teſtimony of his worth. One 
day, when an Tonian Lady I 
ſhewed her her ornaments of gold, jewels, 
c. ſhe modeſtly anſwered her; For my 
Part, I have no ornament but Phocion, ae, 
for theſe taventy years, has always been 
elected General of the Athenians. 


A cult having loſt his father, was 
well educated by his mother, for whom 
his extreme tenderneſs and regard, the 
following remarkable inftance forcibly il. 
luſtrates. One night he heard at the door 
a band of thieves, who were ready to 
enter and plunder the houſe z inſtead of 
calling out for aſſiſtance, for fear of tetrĩ- 
fyiag his mother, he went out to the 
thieves, and addreſſing them in a low 
voice, ** I will deliver to you what money, 
% grain, and clothes there are in the 
«© houſe, and alſo 8 jewels, pro- 
5 yided you comp., th one requeſt, 

G3 which 
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« which is, to make no noiſe in taking 
© them away, that my mother, who is 
«« ſick, and Eg & may- not be fright- 
4% ened.” He ſpoke this in ſo tender a 
manner, that the thieves being mollified 
immediately withdrew, 


Soto demanded of Thales the Mile- 
ſian, why, in his defirable fituation of life, 
he choſe to remain unmarried ? Thales 
retired without reſolving the queſtion. A 
ſhort time after he returned, bringing with 
him a ftranger, who ſaid he was lately 
arrived from Athens ; Solon immediately 
enquired if any thing extraordinary had 
occurred, during his reſidence in that city ; 
nothing, anſwered he, except that the fu- 
neral of the fon of a citizen, maſt reſpet- 
able for his virtues, who went abroad 
for his inſtruftion, was celebrated by the 
whole city, with univerſal lamentation. 
Unhappy man ! cried Solon, did you learn 
his name ? I did, replied the ſtranger, but 
I] have forgot it. I remember that he was 
particularly extolled for his wiſdom and 
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it was, anſwered the ranger : Solon was 
immediately plunged into the moſt violent 
forrow, and diſcovered all the emotions 
of the deepeſt affliction, but Thales addreſ- 
ſing him with a ſmile: theſe, O Solon, faid 
he, are the affecting reaſons which deter 
me from matrimony, fince they ſhake the 
philoſophy of ſo wiſe a man : be not how» 
ever concerned, for this is all a fiction. 


Ax r ioc kus, ſon of Sclencus, King of 
Babylon, was ſeized with a lingering diſ- 
order, which baffled all the {kill of the 
Phyſicians to diſcover the cauſe. The 
dreadful apprehenſions of loſing his fon, - 
in whom the happineſs of his li e conſiſted, 
rendered his father incanſolable: a 
molt attentive and penetrating phyſi- 
cian, at laſt, believed he had diſcovered 
it's true cauſe, and that love had been 
the occafion of the prince's indiſpobtion. 
He was not deceived in his ſuſpicions: 
to aſſure himſelf, he never left his pa- 
tient's apartments, and at the entrance 
of every lady, 22 — obſerved the 
coun- 
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countenance of the prince, hoping, by 
that means, to come at the knowledge of 
the beloved objeft : the prince diſcovered 
no emotion till Stratonice (his father's 
wiſe) appeared, at which time he was af- 
fected with all the emotions of a violent 
paſſion, The phyſician had ſufficient ad- 
dreſs, when in private with his patient, 
to prevail upon him to reveal the ſecret ty 
kim. Antiochys confeſſed his paſſion for 
his mother in Jaw, and declared that he 
had in vain uſed every endeavour to van- 
uiſh it, and that to puniſh himſelf for de- 
res, criminal in every ſenſe but their 
being involuntary, he had reſolved to 
periſh, by abſtaining from every means of 
prolonging his exiſtence. 

Seleucus, enquiring after his ſon's health, 
the phyſician informed him, that his di- 
ſemper was incurable, ariſing from a ſe. 
cret paſſion that could never be grati- 
fied, as the beloved object was unattainable. 
The father, deeply afflicted, aſked why the 
was not to be obtained ? Becauſe, ſaid 
the phyſician, ſhe js my wite—And will 
you 
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you not part with her, replied the king, to 
fave the-life of a ſon I fo tenderly love? 
Is this the friendſhip you profeſs for me ? 
— Sir, ſaid the phyſician, would you reſign 
your Stratonice, to ſave your Antiochus ? 
I would reſign my Stratonice, and my 
empire too, with all my ſoul, interrupted 
Seleucus, his face bedewed with tears, 
Your majeſty, then, replied the phyfician, 
has the remedy in your own hands ; it is 
Stratonice for whom he dies. The father 
no longer heſitated ; having obtained the 
conſent of his — his ſon and that 
princeſs were crowned king and queen. 


ALPpHonso, King of Portugal, came 
to France, to ſollicit ſuccours in fupport of 
his niece Joanna's claim to Caſtilez from 
the cold treatment he received at the court 
of Lewis XI. he entertained little hopes of 
ſucceſs : he was apprehenfive of being de- 
livered up to Ferdinand, the reigning King 
of Caſtile: to prevent any bad defigns 
againſt him, he cauſed a report to be cir- 
culated, that he intended to ſpend the re- 

mainder 
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mainder of his days in the exerciſes of 
devotion, and penitence, and wrote an 
eternal adieu to his ſon Don Juan, order- 
ing him to aſſume the title of king im- 
mediately : he then privately retired, on 
which it was reported, that he was gone 
to Jeruſalem on a pilgrimage: but after 
ſearch was made, he was difcovered in a 
village near Hornfleur. Lewis's iatereſt 
now requiring that he ſhould protect Al- 
phonſo, preſſed him to return to his do- 
minzons, and ordered the Province of 
Normandy to ſupply him with requiſites 
for the voyage. Don Juan, in the interim, 
had been crowned, with the uſual magni- 
ficence: the ceremony being juſt con- 
cluded, when he received intelligence, that 
the king, his father was landed. Every 
conſideration immediately gave way to 
filial duty. The young prince abdicates 
the ſovereignty, and haſtens to embrace his 
father ; Alphonſo infitted on his reſuming 
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the crown, in which his ſon, for the fisſt 
would 


time, preſumed te diſobey him ; and 
| accept 
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Y accept of no other title, than that of the 
moſt faithful of his ſubjects. 


Azovur thirty years ago, an officer being 4 
in Surry on a recruiting party, made a ſhort | 
ſtay at Kingſton, where he picked up 
ſeveral recruits: the evening preceding his 
departure, a tall genteel youth offered him- 
ſelf, The captain, at firſt Gght, wiſhed 
to have this young fellow in his company : 
he obſerved him tremble, and attributing 
this emotion to timidity, he betrayed his 
ſuſpicions on that head, and endeavoured 
to encourage him. Ah ! Sir, exclaimed 
the youth, my confuſion ariſes only from 
the dread of being refuſed : you perhaps 
won't accept of me, in which caſe, how 
dreadful is my misfortune, He ſhed tears, 
and finiſhed his ſpeech. The captain 
aſſured him he was ready to enliſt him, 
and demanded his terms. I cannot pro- 
poſe them without tremblin, anſwered 
the youth; I am young, able, and wit- 
ling to ſerve his majeſty ; but an unfor+ 
. 
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mand conditions, which doubtleſs you 
will think exorbitant; be aſſured ] ſhould 
not ſell my ſervice, without the moſt 
prefling reaſons. I cannot enliſt under ten 
guineas, and you will break my heart, 
if you refuſe me upon theſe terms. The 
ſum is conſiderable, replied the captain, 
but 1 like you; ſo without more words, 
there is the money, keep yourſelf in rea - 
dineſs to march at an hour's notice. The 
young man joyfully accepted the ten 
guineas ; he then begged leave to fulfil 
a ſacred obligation, promiſing to return 
to bis quarters inſtantly, The captain, 
remarking ſomething extraordinary in his 
behaviour, determined to watch him, 
and obſerved him to run to the county 
jail, and the moment it was opened, <p 
out, ** here is the debt and coſts, on w 
my father has been arreſted ; conduct me 
to him, that I may have the pleaſure of 
ſetting hits free.” The captain ſtops 
to give him time to reach his father alone ; 
and. then enters the priſon. He ſees him 
olaſped in the arms of an old man, whom 
he 
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he informs, that be had purchaſed his Ii- 
berty at the price of his own. The cap- 
tain, ſenſibly affected, advances to the old 
man, comfort yourſelf,” ſaid he, I will 
not deprive you of your ſon, he is free 
as well as you yz here is your diſcharge.” 
The father and ſon threw themſelves at his 
feet : the laſt declines the generous offer 
of his liberty, and conjures the captain to 
permit him to join his regiment ; ſaying, 
he ſhould only be burthenſome to his fa- 
ther, who had no further need of him, 
The captain complies with his requeſt ; 
the youth ſerved the uſual time, always 
ſaving ſomething from his pay, which 
he conſtantly remitted to his father, 
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abundance 
princes ee . Eran — 3 


ollewing, bop - 
m—___ ag, bop 


the 
ternal love and tenderneſs of Henry re- 
quired from him: though this neglect 


tions: his error lay, in being betrayed 
by thoſe, in whom be had been fo un- 


Theſe ſycophants, infinuating them- 
ſelves into the prince's affections, had pre- 
vayed 
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generous, nobody was more ſenſible of 


his virtues, than the king his father ; who 
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ſame time Prince of Wales, and of 
tain, Duke of Cornwall, and Earl of 


Fr may be trulv ſaid, that if perſons 
are undutiful to their parents, they ſeldom 
prove good to any other relation. | 
2 The honour which children are re- 
quired to give to their father and mother, 
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— > 


great, or ſo many, as children from their 
parents ? To thew it is they owe their very | 
exiſtence, and. conſequently all the pleaſures | 


1 c what he oweth 
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ſon, and every fon remembered what he 
expected from his father, when he himſelf 
was in a ſtate of ; this one re- 
flection would keep. fathers from being ri- 
gid, or ſons diſſolute. 


\ 


The Chara&er of a Good Son. 


Tus gcol and dutiful ſon, is one who 
honoureth his parents, by paying them 
the utmoſt deference and reſpect; by a 
reverential awe and veneration for them; 
a filial affeftion for their perſons, and a 
tender regard for their ſafety and preſerva. 
tion ; a conſtant and cheerful attention to 
their advice, and a ready and implicit 
obedience to their commands. As he be- 
cometh. every day more ſenſible of his 
obligations to them, he grows every day 
more willing and folicitous to repay 
them, He employs his youth to ſupport 
tleir age : his abundance to relieve their 
wants; his knowledge and ſtrength to ſup- 
Ily their jnfirmities and decay. He is 
more 


3 WG 
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re careful of his character and reputa- 
on in the world, becauſe theirs deperſd 
pon it. Ever anxious for their welfare, 
A attentive to their happineſs, he endea- 
ours, by every method in his power, to 
dlong their days, that his owns may be 
we in the land. He reits aſſured, that 
od will not only bleſs obedient children 
ere, but willreward them with the bleſſing 
f heaven, where it ſhall be well with bi 
or ever : where we ſhall all join ; fon and 
Ather, daughter and mother, wife and 
ions and connections of this life, to ho- 
dur one great parent, protector, lord, and 
ter of us all. 


THE 
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HI1IS$STOURIKS 

OF SEVERAL 


Undutiful and Unnatural Children. 


S1x hundred years from the building of 
Rome were elapſed, before ſo much as the 
name 'of a parricide was known amongit 
them. Lucius Oftius was the firſt that em- 
brued his hands in his father's blood, and 
was afterwards deteſted throughout all ages. 


A YounG married -Chinefe, having a 
propenſity to gaming, bad loſt part of the 
money given him by his father, to carry on 
ſome little buſineſs. Exhortations and me- 
naces proving ineffectual, his parents car- 
ried him before the tribunal of juſtice ; 
the Mandarin, having keard the father's 
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was going to order hini the baſtinado, when 
his mother with tears in her eyes, beſought 
him to pardon her ſon. The Mandarin, 
being moved to pity, ordered a book to be 
brought, compoſed by the Emperor,for the 
inſtruction of the Empire, and opening it, 
choſe the article relating to filal obedience, 
You promiſe me, aid be to the young man, 
jo liffen to your father's direSions ; 1 
therefore this time, but 
; on the fide of the 
| y <—_— and larn by heart this 
rich Filial obedience, you Hall — 
ave tribunal, till you repeat it, and 
t „ the remainder of your 


Ve. 


A yYouxc African, named Cartallus, 
hoſe father had brought him up tenderly, 
md given him the beſt education that could 
had in that country, was raiſed te a place 
df conſequence in the ſtate, and received 
great honours both from the prince aq 
le. It happened that he was appoint- 
toy the "ng to go upon an cxtraordi- 
nary 
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nary embaſſy into a diſtant country, to 


which place his father and many others, 
on account of ſome political broils, had 
been baniſhed. The old man, on hearing 
ſon's arrival, earneſtly ſolicited to 
im; but Cartallus, puffed up with his 

ignity, difowned, and abſolutely re- 
ſee his father. This contemptu · 
jour ſo exaſperated the father, 
aving called together a number of 


5 


-exiles, he laid before them the 
tenderneſs he had always ſhewn 
is ſon, and the care he had taken of 
improvement of his intellectual facul- 
ties, by the brightneſs of which he had 
riſen to the dignity he now poſleſſed ; and 


FTE 
247 


then repreſented to them the ungrateful re- 


turn he had met with from him, who in- 


into his preſence. Upon this repreſentation, 
the exiles, and other people of the coun- 
try, ſhocked at Cartallus's undutiful be- 
haviour. armed themſelves, and joĩned the 
old man; then forcing open the door of 

f the 
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the Ambaſſador's dwelling, they dragged 
him out, and proceeding to a fort of for- 
mal trial, condemned him to be put to 
death immediately; accordingly a high 
gibbet was erefted, and they hun 
thereon, in the rich habit of ſcarlet and 
gold, which he had on, at the time they 
feized him. a N 


AnTiocuvs, a Jew, having conceived 
a hatred againſt his father, accuſed him 
and ſome other Jews then living at An- 
tioch, with a defign to ſet the city on fire, 
on a certain night. The people of An- 
tioch, who were already greatly prejudiced 
againſt the Jews, readily gave credit to 
this accuſation, and being inflamed with 
anger, and the deſire of revenge, they 
took up arms, and fell upon the Jews, un- 
prepared to receive them in a hoſtile man- 
ner, and killed ſome thouſands of them, 
and in the tumult and centuſion, Antio- 
chus, the author of this horrid maſſacre, 
was Hain among the reſt. 

N ; LOS © Nino, 
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Maze, the Roman \Emperor, the moſt 
cruel monſter perhaps that ever exiſted, 
made three attempts to poiſon his mother, 
though. it was by her means that he had 
been raiſed to the empire but the being 
— ſupplied with proper antidotes 
poiſon, it had got the deſired effect 
her. He then ſecretly ordered a 
falſe roof to be fixed over the apartment 
in which ſhe lay, ſo contrived that by pul- 
ling aut a ſort of peg, it might fall in up- 
on and cruſh her to death as ſhe lay in 
hed ; but this wicked deſign was alſo fruſ- 
trated by her diſcovering the plot in time. 
After that, ſhe baving occaſion to take a 
voyage by ſea, he cauſed a ſhip to be made 
in ſuch a manner, that after it had been 
out at ſea a little way it might fall to pieces. 
that ſo ſhe might either periſh in the wa- 
ter, or be killed by the decks falling in 
upon her while in the cabin; but from 
this danger ſhe alſo ſaved herſelf by ſwim- 
ming, When Nero underſtood , that this 
attempt upon her life had allg,fajled, he 
commanded one Anigetus, a Centurion, to 

put 
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put her to death. Accordingly Anicetus, 
taking with him ſome ruffians fit for this 
bloody purpoſe, went in the dead of the 
night to the Villa of Agrippina, where ſhe 
then refided, furrounded-the houſe, broke 
open the door, and rufhing into her cham- 
ber with his fofſowers, they preſented them- 
ſelves at her bed · ſide with their drawn ſwords. 
Agrippina, apprehending their horrid pur- 
poſe, thus addreſſed Anicetus, at the ſame 
time pointing to her belly, «ſtrike here, 
fays the, ** | well deſerve to die, for having 
brought forth ſuch a monſter ; and after re- 


ceĩving a great number of wounds, expired. 


BalAzzr, the ſecond Turkiſh Emperor 
of that name, was, at the age of fourſcore, 
and after he had reigned thirty years, de- 
throned by his own ſon Selymus z upon 
which the poor old man, expecting his 
ſon would alſo expel him from Conſtanti- 
nople, determined to retire of his on ac - 
cord to Dymotica, a fmall city in Thrace. 
4 cruel Selymus, not content wirh 

this ſubmiſſi ve 8 of his gy 
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and aged parent, was reſolved to deprive 
him of his life, as well as his crown ; and 
accordingly agreed with Haman, a Jew, 
his father's chief phyſician and confident, 
who was to accompany him on the jour- 
ney, to poiſon him. Haman, — 


mediately, in great agonies. The perfi. 
dious Jew, as ſoon as he had thus diſ- 
patched his buſineſs, haſtened back to Con- 
ſtantinople, to bring Selymus the welcome 
news as ſoon as poſlible, thinking per- 
haps that he ſhould have received an 
additional reward for his zeal in this buſi. 
neſs ; on the contrary, Selymus command. 
ed his head to be ſtruck off immediately, 
ſaying at the ſame time, he who would 
% thus murder his old friend and maſter for 
« the ſake of a reward, would not ſcruple 
< to do the ſame to me, if hired by any 
& one elſe for that purpoſe.” 


TuUuLLIa, 


- 


RECOMMENDED AND ENFORC'D. 93 


TvLL1a, the daughter of Servius Tul- 
lus, the ſixth king of the Romans, murdered 
her huſband, in order that the might be 
married to his brother Lucius Tarquinius, 
ſurnamed the proud, and the latter alſo 
murdered his wife to marry Tullia. This 
wicked couple being after theſe horrid afts 
joined together in matrimony, Tullia per- 
ſuaded her new huſband to dethrone her 
father Servius Tullius. Tarquinius, being 
of a very ambitious diſpoſition, liſtened to 
her advice, and I a few days 
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band's going to the Senate-houſe, and of 
his throwing her father down the ſtairs, went 
immediately to the Forum, in order to con- 
gratulate her huſband as king, and adviſe 
him to cauſe her father to be murdered. 
In her return home, the coach ſuddenly 
ſtopped, and ſhe looked out to know the 
reaſon of it, when ſhe ſaw her father's bo- 
dy ly ing in the ſtreet, weltring in its gore, 
which ſhocking ſpeftacle ſo affected the 
charioteer, that he would bave turned 
about and gone another way; but Tullia, 
without ſhewing the leaſt concern, ordered 
him to goon, and was fo inbuman as to 
farce him to drive over the body of her un- 
fortunate father,ſhe crying aloud to the cha- 
rioteer, the <way which leads to the throne 
cannot be too ſhort. The name of the 
ttreet. u bere this horrid ſcene happened, 
was on this account changed from Cyprian 
to the Scelerata, or the Accurſed. 


Avor.yn, the fon of Arnold, Duke of 
(;nelders, wanting to get poſſeſſion of his 
tather's dukedom, ſurpriſed the old man 

| one 
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one night juſt as he was getring into bed, 
and cauſed him to be dragged on foot in 
a violent cold night, to a place five miles 
diſtant trom his own houſe, half naked as 
he was, without ftockings or ſhoes on, and“ 
there thrown into a dark dungeon, where 
he kept him fix months; when this affair 
being made known to the Pope and the 
Emperor, they cauſed him to be releaſed 
and reinſtated in his dukedom. The duke 
of Burgundy, who had the Mandate from | 
the Pope and Emperor to fee him ſet at 
liberty, would willingly have reconciled 

father and fon (though he was rather in- 
clined to favour the latter) and therefore 
he propoſed to the young duke, that he 
ſhould have the title of governor of Guel- 
derland, with all the _revenues thereof, 
except a little town near Brabant called 
Grave, which ſhould remain to the fa- 

ther, with the revenues of three thoufand 

florins, a yearly penſion of as much, and — 

the title of Duke; which reaſonable pro- | 

poſal this wicked young nobleman haugh- 

tily rejected, ſaying, that he would rather” |. 

throw 
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-throw his father headlong into a well, and 
himſelf after him, than agree to ſuch an 
appointment, Mledging, that as his father 
had been duke forty-four years, it was now 
time that he ſhould govern, and added 
that if his father would deſert the coun- 
fry as a baniſhed man, and never return, 
he would allow him a penſion, Could any 
thing be more inſolent as well as undutiful 
than this ſon's behaviour to his father ? 
However Providence was pleaſed to puniſh 
him for his impiety ; for from this time he 


Onopes, king of Parthia, after he had 
defeated the Roman army, and flain Craſ- 
ſus, their general, fell into a deep melan- 
choly, on account of the death of his ſon 
Pacorus, who was flain by Ventidius. 
Orodes at len „I 
his life was deſpaired of; his ſecond fon 
Phraates perceiving this, was in 2— haſte 


yy 
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to be given to the old king, in order to 
haſten his death. This diabolical ſcheme, 
however, did not meet with the defired ſuc - 
ceſs, but on the contrary, the poilonous 
drug threw Orodes into a violent purging, 
and entirely carried off the diſeaſe. Phra- 
ates, incenſed that what he intended for 
his father's deſtruction ſhould prove the 
reſtorer of his health, ed ſome ruf- 
fians to ſmother him. He then aſcended 
the throne, and ſome time after took 3 
beautiful Italian lady to be his concubine, 
by whom he had a ſon, and named him 
Phrataces. This youth, when he grew to 
a man's eſtate, became ſuch another mon- 
ſter of impiety as his father; for with the 
privity and conſent of his mother, (who it 
is ſuppoſed had been inhumanly treated 
by her huſband) he murdered his father 
Phraates, | ; 


Eucrar1Ds, king of Baftria in Perſia, 
was ſo fond of his ſon, that he admitted 
him to an equal ſhare of the 
treated him with great affection, and fre- 

quentiy 
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quently left him to rule peaceably at home, 
while he expoſed himſelf to all the fa- 
tigues and dangers of war. Eucratides 
was remarkable for his proweſs, having 
done many heroic actions; the laſt of 
which was, that being cloſadly beſieged 
by Demetrius, king of the Indians, with 
an army of 600,000 men ; he with only 
3,000 men, which was all he had, made 
ſuch frequent and vigorous ſallies, and 
deſtroyed fuch numbers of the enemy, 
that Demetrius was at length obliged to 
raiſe the ſiege ; after which Eucratides re- 
duced all India to his command. In his 
return home, 'where he to ſpend 
the remainder of his days peaceably and 
happily, his unnatural fon, whom he 
loved fo tenderly, as to admit him partner 
in his kingdom, flew him on the road, 
and bidding his attendants throw the body 
into a ditch, or any. where out of the 


public highway, he drove his chariot 


through his father's blood, and went 
home pleaſed with the proſpect of ruling 
the ** alone: Oh! curſed Am- 


bition, 
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bition, to what horrid acta doth thou 
drive ſome of thy votaries ! 


Tut learned Mr. Howell, in his Epiſt, 
vol. 1. ſect, 6. p. 211, fays, that when he 
was at Vaſkncia, in Spain, a. gentleman 


which had happened in that town, viz. 
That a likely young fellow, under twenty 
years of age, who had been remarkably 
diſobedient to his parents, was executed 
there for ſome crime, and before he was 
taken down from the tree, there way 2 


uncommon circumſtance, 
wiſe and grave part of the people of Va 
lencia, was, 'That he might have lived to 
be grey with years, if he had been dutiful 
and obedient to his parents.- Thus far 
Mr. Howell. Whether the above is found - 
ed en fact, 6 


wo FILIAL DUTY 


determine; but this we know, that God 
himſelf has promiſed, that thoſe who ho- 
nour and obey their T heir days 
A 


Tusa happening to ariſe ſome diffe- 
rence between Abbas, king of Perſia, and 
Scander, king of Georgia, in Aſia; the 
former took up arms, and determined to 
invade the country of the latter, which 
reſolution being known to Conſtandel, 
the youngeſt ſon of Scander, whoſe ter- 
ritories were threatened with invaſion, he 
being a moſt ambitions young man and 
wicked fon, went over to the Perſian ge- 
neral, offering his ſervice to fight again 
his own father and country, pretending 
he had received fore ill treat m ent from 
them, and therefore was reſolved to be re- 
venged ; though, in fact, his only deſign 
was to get poſfeſſi.n of the throne of 
Georgia, as a reward for his friendſhip o 
tie enemy. The Perſians gladly em- 
zraced his offer, and granted him a com- 
nuſſion in their army. Actordingly, he 

- marched 
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marched with them to Georgia; when 
Conſtandel went to viſit his parents, and 
telling them that he had only fided with 
the Perſians, by way of ftratagem, to ſerve 
his country the more effectually, and that 
his ſeeming regard wan my vor ety, 
tirely a counterteit ; they gave him a joy- 
ful welcome. Nutwithſtanding this de- 
claration of Conſtandel's, he cauſed his 
father, mother, and brothers, to be mur- 
dered the next night ; and continued per- 
petrating the moſt ſhocking cruelties :. 
all who diſapproved. of this horrid action. 
And being at the head of a powerful 
army, obliged the Georgians to acknow- 
ledge him as king, otherwiſe he would 
have ſpread deſolation through the whole 
country, It is remarkable, that this 
wicked wretch never ſucceeded in any un- 
dertaking after the above tranſactions, but 
led a miſerable and unhappy life, in can» 
tinual fear of aſſaſſination ; and, at length 
after many narrew eſcapes, he broughe 
the whole Perſian army into Georgia, and 
reſolved to act unparallelled tragedies ; 
K but 
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but his murderous ſchemes were fruſtrated ; 
for, upon a parley with one of his late 
brother's wives, whoſe right it was to be 
queen of Georgia, he was ſhot by ſome 
muſqueteers on a private ſignal given by 
her. And thus was the country rid of this 
monſter, 


PLOUTARCH relates a ſtory of one Belſus, 
who having murdered his father, was ſo 
haunted by a puilty confeience, that he 
thought the ſwallows when they chattered, 
were ſay ing, Relſus has killed his fa- 
ther; whereupon being unable to bear 
the horror of mind occafioned by his guilt, 
he confeſſed the fact, and received condign 


puniſhment,” 


Al rnonso, of the city of Veruli, was 
the only ſon of his mother Sophia, and 
knowing himſelf to be heir to her great 
jointure when ſhe died, he regarded not 
the precepts or examples of that excellent 
and wiſe lady his mother, but gave a lavſe 


to all his vicious inclinations z which gave 
the 
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the lady Sophia the greateſt uneaſineſi ima- 


ginable. 

Caſſino, brother to Sophia, having loſt 
his wite, intreated this his filter to take the 
care of his only daughter Eleonora, who 
was now fifteen years old; and this charge 
Sophia pertormed fo well, that when 
Eleonora became of the age of fourteen 
years, ſhe was eſteemed one of the beſt 
educated, as well as one of the moſt beauti- 
ful young ladies of that city. 

Alphonſo, charmed with his couſin's 
beauty, but more with the great fortune, to 
which ſhe was heireſs, reſolved to endea- 
vour at gaining her ; but as this could 
not be done with the character he bore 
of extravagance and debauchery, he 
feigned a moſt ſudden and thorough re- 
formation ; and, though for ſome time 
his mother gave little credit to his fin- 
cerity, and could not be prevailed on to 
aſk the alliance of her brother ; yet, after 
ſeeing in her ſon a whole year's conti- 
nuance in the moſt regular and decent 
courle of life, ſhe was induced from her 
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maternal fondne's and hopes of the trath 
of this pretended reformation, to inter- 
cede with her brother Caſſino, that 2 
match might be made between Alphonſo 
and Eleonora; but as Caſſino had not 
the ſame motives for partiality to Alphonſo 
as his mother had, he ſaw through his 
diſguiſe, and abſolutely reſuſed his conſent ; 
and, as his ſiſter was ſtill importunate with 
him to grant her requeſt, he took his 
daughter home to his own houſe, and 
begged to be troubled no more about the 
matter. 

Alphonſo foon returned to his old 
courſes, and t e good virtuous Sophia, 
though her grief was very great to ſee her 
ſon a reprobate, rejoiced that her inter- 
ceſſion did not prevail to the ruin of her 
amiable niece. Alphonſo, in ſome time 
again, wanted to renew his addreſſes to 
Eleonora, and aſked his mother once more 
to propoſe it to her brother Caſſino; but 
Sophia nut only refuſed his requeſt, bur 
in pretty ſharp terms remonſtr ate d * 
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the debauchery of his life. 80 little way 
he moved with her diſcourſe, that he now 
began to conſider her as keeping him out 
of a large fortune, by her life, and as 
being a diſagreeable monitor, whoſe lec- 
tures were of force enough to make bim 
feel the ſting, from his riotous living, but 
not ſufficient to make him forſake his ex- 
ceſſes; he, therefore, without the leaſt 
gratitude for her repeated indulgences to- 
wards him (for ſhe had been the kindeſt 
of mothers), determined to free himſelf 
from her lectures, and to pollels himſelf 
of her fortune. For this purpoſe he 
bought a quantity of poiſon, whicly he 
carried in his pocket, in order to wait for 
a convenient opportunity of giving it, 
which too ſoon offered : for. M a few days 
his mother was taken extremely ill as ſhe 
was walking with her fon and a maid 
ſervant, in her own garden, and leaning 
on her maid's arm, ſhe begged her fon to 
run in and fetch ſuch a particular bottle, 
in which was a cordial that was ordered 
her by her phyſician' to take, whenever 
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ſhe was ſeized with this kind of com- 
plaint. Alphonſo ran with all the haſte 
of apparent filial duty and tenderneſs, but 
* fraught with all the inhuman cruelty of a 
fiend ; and bringing back the cordial, into 
which he had conveyed the poiſon, his 
mother drank it down, and finding herſelf 
rather worſe than better, ſhe was put to 
bed, and in a few hours expired. Al. 
phonſo made ſo grand a funeral for his 
mother, and bewailed her in ſuch pa- 
thetic terms, that -no one in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pefted her of being poiſoned, and her 
death was imputed to her ſudden ſeizure 
in the garden. But it was not long before 


fino to marry his daughter, which being 
refuſed, he reſolved (having © hardened 
himſelf by one murder) that Caſſino 
ſhould not live; and then he doubted not 
of carrying his point with Eleonora. One 
evening, therefore, in the duſk, he rode 
to no's houſe, tied his horſe to the 


gates, and ſeeing Caffino walking in his 
garden, his uſual cuſtom in the evening, 
be 
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he with a carbine loaden with a brace of 
bullets, ſhot him through the hend; when 
inſtead of untying his horſe and riding 
away, the vengeance of God followed 
him ſo as to turn his brain, and he ran 
into the next houſe, crying out he was 
very ill and muſt go to bed. The people 
of the houſe out'of compaſſion, took him 
in, and put him to bed, ſending at the 
ſame time for a phyſician, who found 
him perfectly delirious, raving and crying 
out that he had juſt ſhot Caſſino, and a year 
before had poiſoned his mother Sophia. 
By bliſters and other applications, his 
ſenſes in a few hours returned to him; and 
being told what he had faid in his raving 
fits, he with great confidence denied the 
truth of it, and ſaid it would be unjuſt, 
as well as filly, to believe a mad-man. 
But by this time, the dead body of Caffing 
was found ſhot in his garden; Alpbonſo's 
horſe was found tied by the palliſadoes that 
looked into the garden where Caſſino lay. 
From this combination of circumftances, * 


it was judged proper to give information 
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of this atrocious affair to the grand coun- 
cil, appointed to take cognizance of ca- 
pital offences. Alphonſo was conſigned 
to the care of an armed guard, and con- 
veyed to the common goal of Veruli; a 
few days were indulged him, to prepare 
himſelf for the impending awful trial 
an event eagerly wiſhed for by the vir- 
tuous part of the community, that the 
world might be delivered from the fu- 
ture attempts of fo deteſtable a miſ- 
creant. 

Alpbonſo,. when brought to the bar, 
from remorſe of conſcience,pleaded guilty ; 
and in order to make all the atonement 
now in his power to the injured Eleonora, 
made over his whcle poſſeſſions to her, by 
will in preſence of his judges, and was im- 
mediately broke upon the wheel, near the 
ſpot where he executed his barbaroys 
purpoſe on the unfortunate Caſſino 
The honourable Mr, Heward, an Engliſh 


gentleman of large eſtate, (the leaſt of his 


p:rfiftions,) being adorned with all the 


wirtues, that — human nature, 
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in a ſhort time paid his honourable ad- 
dreſſes to the beautiful Eleonora, and 
that lady, from a conviction of his reCti- 
tude of heart, and a ſympathetic inclina- 
tion, fully reſigned herſelf to the pro- 
teftion of a fincere friend, and an indut 
gent huſband, 
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N the beginning of the ſixteenth cen - 
tury, the Portugueſe carracks failed 
from Liſbon to Goa, a very great, rich, 
and flouriſhing colony of that nation in 
the Eaſt-Indies. There was no leſs than 
twelve hundred ſouls, mariners, paſſen« 
gers, prieſts, and friars, on board one 
of theſe veſſels. The beginning of their 
voyage was proſperous ; they had doubled 
the ſouthern extremity of the great con- 
tinent of Africa, called the Cape of Good 
Hope, and were fteering their courſe 
north-eaſt to the great continent of India, 
when ſome gentlemen on board, who 
having 


o 
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having ſtudied geography and navigation, 
(arts which refle& honour ongthe poſſeſſors) 
found in the latitude in — they were 
then ſailing a large ridge of rocks, laid 
down in their fea charts, They no ſooner 
wade this diſcovery, than they acquainted 
the captain of the ſhip with the affair, de- 
firing him to communicate the fame to the 
pilot; which requeſt he immediately grant- 
ed, recommending him to lie by ia the 
night, and ſlacken fail by day, until they 
mould be paſt the danger. It is a cuſtom 
always among the Portugueſe abſolutely to 
commit the ſailing part, or the navigation 
of the veſſel to the pilot, who is anſwera- 
ble with his head for the fafe conduct or 
carriage of the king's ſhips, or thoſe be- 
longing to private traders; and he is un- 
der no manner of direction from the cap- 
tain, who commands in every other reſ- 


The pilot, being one of thoſe felf-ſuffi- 
cient men, who think every hiat given 
them from others in the way of theic pro- 
teſhon derogatory from their underſtand- 
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ings, took it as an affront to be taught hi | 
| 


their ſwords, prevented the coming in of 
any more, left the boat ſhould fink. In 
this condition they put off into the great 
Indian ocean, without a compaſs to ſteer 
by, 


to ſuſtain life above three days longer. 
They were now nineteen. perſons in all: 


in this number was a 
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, both of whom they would exempt, 
as the one was uſeful to abſolve and com - 


fort them in their laſt extremity, and the 
other to repair the pinnace in caſe of a 


leak or other accident, The fame com- 
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pliment they paid to their new captain, 
he being the odd man, and his life of 
much conſequence. He refuſed their in- 
dulgence a great while ; but at laſt they 
obliged him to acquieſce, ſo that there 
were four to die out of the fixteen re- 
maining perſons. 

The three firſt, after having tonfeſſed 
and received abſolution, ſubmitted to their 
fate, The fourth, whom fortune con- 
demned, was a Portugueſe gentleman that 
had a younger brother in the boat, who 
ſeeing bim about to be thrown over board, 
moſt tenderly embraced him, and with 
rears in his eyes beſonght him to let him 
die in his room, enforcing his arguments 
by telling him that he was a married man, 
and had a wife and children at Goa, be- 
fides the care of three fiſters, who abſo- 
lutely depended upon him; that as for 


himſelf he was ſingle, bis life of no 
great importance : he therefore conjured 
him to ſuffer him to ſupply his place. The 
elder brother, aſtoniſhed and melting with 
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this generoſity, replied, that fince the di- 
vine Providence had appointed him to ſuf- 
fer, it would be wicked and unjuſt to per- 
mit any other to die for him, eſpecially a 
brother, to whom he was fo infinitely 
obliged. The youager, perſiſting in his 
purpoſe, would take no denial ; but throw- 
ing himſelf on his knees, held his brother 
ſo faſt, that the company could not diſen- 
gage them. Thus they diſputed for a 
while, the elder brother bidding him to be 
a father to his children, and recommended 
his wife to his protection, and as he would 
inherit his eſtate, to take care of their 
common fiſters; but all he could fay could 
not make the younger deſiſt. This was a 
ſcene of tenderneſs that muſt fill every 
breaſt ſuſceptible of generous ons 
with pity. At laſt the the 
elder brother yielded to the of the 
other. He acquieſced, and ſuffered the 
gallant youth to ſupply bis place, who be- 
ing caſt into the ſea, and a good ſwimmer, 
ſoon got as ins pinnace g- - 
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laid hold of the rudder with his right hand, 
which being perceived by one of the ſailors, 
he cut off the hand with his ſword ; then 
dropping into the ſea, he preſently caught 
hold again with his Jeft, which received 
the ſame fate by a ſecond blow; thus diſ- 
membered of both bands, he made a ſhift 
notwithſtanding to keep himſelf above wa- 
ter with his feet and two ſtumps, which he 
held bleeding upwards. 

This moving ſpeRacle fo raiſed the pity 
of the whole company, that they cried ont, 
he is but one man, let us endeavour to fave 
his life ; and he was accordingly taken in- 
to the boat ; where he had his hands bound 
up as well as the place and circumftances 
would permit. They rowed all that night; 
and the next morning, when the ſun aroſe, 
as if heaven wou!d reward the gallantry 
and piety of this young man, they deſcried 
land, which proved to be the mountains 
Mozambique in Africa, not far from a 
Portugueſe colony. Thither they all fafe | 
arrived, where they remained until the 
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without any crime raiſe the eldeſt ſon to 
the throne. This 'deſign was univerſally 

of: but the new king calling to 
mind his father's laſt words, rejected the 
offer, and taking the crown, placed it on 
the head of his youngeſt brother, publickly 
declaring that be renounced it, and thought 
himſelf unworthy of it, as he was excluded 
by his father's will; and his father could 
not now retract what be had done. His 
brother, affected with ſuch a generous ac- 
tion, earneſtly intreated him not to oppoſe 
the inclination cf the people, who defired 
bim for their. ruler, He urged that he 
alone was the lawful ſucceſſor to the crown 
which he refnſed, and that their father 
could not infringe the laws of the king- 
dom; that he had been betrayed by an 
extravagant fondueſs; and that, in a word, 
the people had the power of redreſſing any 
breach in the eflabliſhed law. Nothing, 
however, was capable of perſuading his 
brother to accept of the crown. There 
was a glorious conteſt between the two 


princes; 


. 
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princes ; and as they perceived that the 
diſput2 would be endleſs, they retired from 
court: thus each having both conquered 
and been . vanquiſhed, they went to end 
their days * in peaceful ſolitude, 
and left the kingdom to their other 


ih 


VasPazSian, the Roman Emperor, 
being informed that Domitian had aban- 
doned himſelf to all manner of debauch- 
ery, and aſſumed. more. authority than 
was ſuit able to a ſon only, was highly in- 
cenſed againſt him : upon this, Titus, 
his eldeſt ſon, pleaded with great affeftion 
and earneftneſs in favour of his brother, 
intreating the Emperor to beware of being 
raſhly incenſed by intelligence from ſuch 
as brought criminal accuſations. ©* To 
your own ſon, ſaid he, © it is but juſt 
you ſhould bear a ſpirit of gentleneſs, free 


from all prejudice. Not from fleets, not 
from legions, are ſuch powerful bulwarks 
formed for the ſupport of the imperial dig- 
nity, as from a numerous iſſue in the im- 


perial 
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perial houſe. The number of our friends 
is diminiſhed with time: they often deſert 
us to follow fortune; or becauſe we can- 
not gratify their deres. But from our 
own blood we may always promiſe ourſelvey 
ready aſſiſtance, and unſhaken fidelity. In 
our good fortune many will partake with 
us; but our neareſt in kindred alone will 
dear us company in our adverſitjes. Even 
between brothers.“ added he, concord 
and unanimity will not prove laſting, if 
their common parent ſets them not an 
example.” Veſpaſian, though not intirely 
reconciled to Domitian, by this reaſoning, 
was nevertheleſs charmed with the tender 
affectĩon of Titus. Upon the death of the 
Emperor the government fell to Titus; 
but Domitian pretended to an equal ſhare 
in. it, and raiſed great diſturbances in the 
city, by giving out, and arrogantly main- 
taining, that his father had left him part- 
ner in the empire, but that the will had 
been falſified : yet Titus could not prevail 
upon higiſelf either to puniſh or baniſh 
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ſhould devolve upon one of his deſcendams 
than upon oue that was not. Demar at us, 
a Spartan King, st that time at the court 
of Perſia, ſecretly ſuggeſted to Xerxes ano- 
ther argument to ſupport his pretenſ ons: 
that Artabazanes was indeed the eldeft fon 
of Darius ; but he, Xerxes, was the eldeſt 
fon of the King; and therefore Artabazanes 
being born when his father was a private 
perſon, all he could pretend to, on account 
of his ſeniority, was only to inherit his 
private eftate.; but that he, Xerxes, being 
the firſt born ſon of the king, had the belt 
right to ſucceed to the crown, He further 
ſupported this argument by the example of 
the Lacedemonians, who admitted none to 
inherit the kingdom, but thoſe children 
that were born after their father's acceſſion. 
The right of ſucceſſion was accorcingly 
determined in favour of Xerxzes. Both 
Juſtia and Plutarch take notice of the pru- 
dent conduct of the two brothers on fo 
nice an occaſion. According to their man- 
ner af relating this fact, 3 was 
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abſent when the king died ; and Xerxes 
immedra aſſumed all the marks, and 
2 the functions of the ſovereign- 
ty. But upon his brother's returning home, 
he quitted the the diadem and the tiara, which 
he wore in ſuch a manner as only ſuited the 
king, went out to meet him, and ſhewed 
him all imaginable reſpect. agreed 
to make their uncle Artabanes the ar- 
bitrator of their difference; and without 


any further appeal, to acquieſce in his de- 
ciſion 


All the while this diſpute laſted, the two 
brothers ſhewed one another all the demon- 
ſtrations of a truly fraternal affection, by 
keeping up a continual intercourſe of pre- 
ſents and entertainments, : whence their 
mutual eſteem and confidence for each other 
baniſhed all fears and ſuſpicions on both 
ſides, and introduced an unconſtraincd 
cheerſulneſs, and a perfect ſecurity. 

This is a ſpectacle, ſays Juſtin, bighly 
worthy of our admiration : to fee, whilſt 
moſt brothers are at dagger's-drawing with 
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one another about a ſmall patrimony, with 
for a decifion, which was to diſpaſe of the 
greateſt empires then in the univerſe: 
When Artabanes gave judgment in favour 
of Xerxes, Artabazanes the ſame inſtant 

himſelf betore bim, acknowledg- 
ing hin for his maſter, and placed him 
upon the throne with bis own hand; by 
which proceeding he ſhewed a greatneſs 
of foul truly royal, and infinitely ſuperior 
to all human dignities. This ready ac- 
quieſcence in a fentence ſo contrary to bis 
intereſt, was not the effect of an artful 
policy, that knows how to diſſemble upon 
occaſion, and to receive honour to itſelf 
from what it could not prevent: no, it 
proceeded from a real reſpect for the laws, 
a ſincere 2ﬀection for his brother, and an 
indifference for that which ſo warmly in- 
flames the ambition of mankind, and ſo 
frequently arms the neareſt relations againſt 
each other. [For his part, during his 
whole life, he continued firmly attached to 
the. 
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the intereſts of Xerxes, and proſecuted 
them with ſo much ardour and zeal, that 
he loſt his life in his ſervice at the battle of 
Salamin. 


Lucius Lucuttus, a Senator of 
Rome, though be was elder than his bro- 
ther Marcus, yet had ſe great a love to 
him, that (though the Roman cuſtom was 
otherwiſe) he could never be perſuaded ta 
ſtand for any place of magiſtracy, till his 
brother was at a lawful age to enter upon 
one alſo ; this was underſtood by the peo 
ple, who therefore created them both ZE- 
diles in their abſence. 


On a report that Eumenes, King of 
Aſia had been flain by the fraud of Perſeus, 
his brother Attalus ſeized upon the crown, 
and married his wife; but being informed 
of Eumenes's return, went forth to meet 
him, not without apprehenſions of fear, in 
regard of what he had done in his abſence. 
Eumenes made no ſhew of his diſpleaiure, 
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only whiſpered him in the ear, ** that be- 
fore he married another man's wife, he 
ſhould be ſure that her huſband was dead.“ 
This was all : and not long after dying, 
though by his wife he had a ſon of his own, 
yet he left the kingdom to his brother, to- 
gether with the queen his wife. Attalus, 
on the other fide, that he might not be 
ſurpaſſed in brotherly love, though be had 
many children by his own wife, yet he 
educated that fon ſhe had by Eumenes to 
the hope of that kingdom, and when he 


came of ſuthcient age, freel, reſigned up 


all to him, and lived a private life many 
years after, 


Tus Emperor Auguſtus having taken 
Adiatoriges a Prince of Cappadocia, to- 
gether with his wife and children, in 
war; and led them to Rome in triumph, 
gave order that the father and the elder 
of the brothers ſhould be lain. The de- 
bgned miniſters of this execution were 
come to the place of confinement to this 
unhappy family, and * * 
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which of the bret:cen was the eldeſt, there 
aroſe a vehement and earneſt contention 

detwixt the two young princes, each of 
them affirming himſelf to be the elder, 

that by his death he might preſerve the 
ife of the other: when they had long con- 
tinued in this pious emulation, the mother 

at laſt, not without difficultv, prevailed 
with her fon Dytentus, that he would per- 
mit his younger brother to die in his ſtead ; 
as hoping that by him ſhe might moſt pra · 
dably be ſuſtained. Auguſtus was at length 
certified of this great example of brotherly 
love, and not only lamented that act of 
his ſeverity, but gave an heneurable ſup- 
port to the mother and her ſurviving ſon, by 
fome called Clitatus. 


Daz1rvs, King of the Perfians, being 
extremely provoked by crimes of an ex- 


traordinary nature, had provounced a 
ſentence of death upon Ithaphernes, to- 


gether with his children, and the whole 
family. 1 
2 
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the king's palace, all in tears, and was ſo 
loud in her mournful lamentations, that 
her cries coming to the king's ear, maved 
him in ſuch a manner to compaſſion, that 
he ſent her word, that with her own, 
he gave her the life of any one fiagle per- 
ſon ſhe ſhould make choice of among the 
condemned.” The woman begged the 


ſhe ſhould rather aſk his life, than that of 


her hufband or any of her children, and 
therefore aſked her the reaſon : who re- 
plied, that ſince ber father was dead, 
ſhe could never hope for a brother more, 


jf the ſhould loſe this; but herſelf being 
but young as yet, might hope for another 


huſband and other childrey.” Darius was 
moved with this anſwer, and being him- 
ſelf replete with brotherly love as well as 
prudence, he gave her alſo the life of her 


Taz Venetian, Bernardus Juſtitianus, 
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dead, were educated by the mother: fo 
great and mutual a love there was be- 
twixt theſe three, that there was nothing 
more admirable in the city, nor more 
frequently diſcourſed of. Laurentius was 
one of theſe, and although he had put 
himſelf in a monaſtery, yet this different 
choice of life hindered nothing of the true 


In the divifion of the Norman Empire, 
promiſed to his brother Roger, 
half of Calabria and all Sicily : but 
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not endure two ſuns, ſo one realm could 
not endure two ſovereign lords. Roger, 
being much diſpleaſed herewith, made war 
upon him, and after many adventures; 
having taken him priſoner in a caſtle where 
Robert was unwiſely entered in the habit 
of a peaſant, in order to ſurprize and take 
it ; Roger, out of brotherly love and pity, 
not only ſaved his life, but alſo reſtored 
him to his eſtate, which by right of war 
he hal loſt, 


ARCHIGALLUS, being depoſed by the 
Britons, on account of his cruelty and 
avarice, was ſucceeded by Heliodorus 
(afterwards ſurnamed Pius) who when 
hunting, accidentally met with his brother 
Archigallus in the wood, whoſe altered 
viſage and ragged cloaths gave ſufficient 
evidence of his afflifted condition. As 
ſoon as the king knew him, though he 
was not ignorant how he had ſought his 
reſtoration both by force and fraud, yet he 
lovingly embraced him, an] cauſed him 
privately to be conveyed into the * 

e 


ö 


Id 


, 
ar 
's, 
re 
nt 
ke 
Ys 
* 
Ar 


RECOMMENDED AND ENFORC'D. 122 


The king pretended he was fick; and 
giving forth that he would diſpoſe of the 
affairs of his realm, by bis laſt will and 
teſtament, he called his nobles together. 
He then fignified, that he would con- 


he cauſed him to be laid hold on; threat- 
ening him with death if he would not con- 
ſent to the ſparing of his brother, and 
that he ſhould refign the throne and 
kingdom to him. Having by this means 
gained an univerſal aſſent, he then 
opened the buſineſs in preſence os them 
all together. In conſequence of this, 
Archigallus was rettored to the kingdom, 
and he dying in a few years, Heliodorus 
ſucceeded him with equal juſtice and 


glory. 


Jou auunzs, Camillus, Paulus, and 
Vitellozius, were the ſons of Nicolaus 
Viteilius, a principal perſon in the city 
of Titernas; to whom while he lived 

they 
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„ my brother Cæpio; and when atked 
who in the ſecond or third place was be- 
loved by him, he would continue to ſay 
„ Czpio,” till they deliſted to enquire 
any farther. When he grew up, he gave 
many and manifeſt confirmations of the 
great love he bore to this brother of his : 
for at twenty years of age he never ſupped 
without Cæpio, never went an journey, 
nor ſo much as walked into the market 
place without him. Indeed the other 
was more luxurious than Cato, who led 
a ſevere and rigid life. When Czpio 
was once commended for his frugal:ty and 
moderate way of living, he confeſſed he 
was ſuch, compared with ſome others: 
* But,” ſaid he, when I compare my 
life with that of Cato, methinks I differ 
not at all from Sippius, who was famous 
in the city for luxury and effeminate life.” 
But when Capio, paſſing into Aſia, died 
at Enus in Thrace, Cato (then a Tri- 
bune comwg out of Theſſalonica) ſeemed 
to bear this blow with a , weaker mind 
than 
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than became a philoſopher : he embraced 
the corpſe, and made ſo great a lamenta- 
tion, as ſhewed the exceſs of his grief: 
Ao did the coſt he was at in his funeral, 
the choice odours and precious garments 
that he burnt with the corpſe, and the 
monument erected for him in the Forum 
at uus, framed of poliſhed Thracian 
marble, whereupon he expended eight ta- 
lents. The neighbouring cities, and 
great perſons thereabouts, ſent him many 
things to help out the magnificence of 
the funeral, of all which (refuſing the 
money ſent him) he took nothing but 
perfumes and other ornaments, the juſt 
price of which he ſent to the ſenders of 
them. And when the eftate of Cæpio 
was to be divided betwixt him and the 
daughter of his brother, in the partition 
thereof he would have nothing allowed 
him for the funeral expences. 


A $0LD1ER in the camp of Cn. Pom- 
peiu”, 
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peius in the war with Sertorius, per- 
ceiving a ſoldier on the other fide to preſs 
hard upon him, fought with him hand 
to hand, and having fain him, he went 
to ftrip him of his arms. Here it was 
that he fonnd it was his brother who 
had fallen under him; which, when he 
diſcerned, having vehemently reproached 
the gods, for their gift of ſo impious a 
victory to him, he carried his dead brother 
into the camp, and having covered the 
body with a precious garmemt, he laid the 
corpſe upon the funeral pile, and put fire 
to it z which done, he immediately drew 
the ſame ſword with which he had flaia 
his brother, thruſt it into his own breaſt, 
and falling proſtrate upon the dead body 
of his brother, they were both burnt to- 
gether. 

Tinzzivs, being at Ticinum, and 
hearing that his brother Druſus lay ſick 
m Germany, immediately put himſelf 


upon a haſty journey to give him a ys 
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He paſſed the Alps and the Rhine, and 
changing his horſe night and day, tra- 
velled outright two handred miles, with 
only Antabagius in his company as his 
guide, Druſus, though at that time la- 
bouring for life, (informed of his coming) 
commanded his legions with their enſigns 
to march forth and meet him, and to ſalute 
him by the title of Imperator. He or- 
dered a pretorial tent to be erected for him 
on the right hand of his own, and gave 
him the conſular and imperial name; ad 
the ſaine time yielding his honour to his 
brother, and his body to death, 


S$c1P3Q AFRICANUS, though he held 
a moſt entire friendſhip with Lzlius, yet 
he earneſtly implored the ſenate not to 
transfer the province to him. that fell by 
lot unto his brother ; promiſing that he 
would go with L. Scipio his brother into 
Aſia, in quality of his legate. This he 
the elder did for the younger, the valiant 
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for the weak, one excelling in glory, for 
the other, who, as yet, was without name, 
being greater in his ſubjeftion than his 
brother was in his command. 


Leorotr nus, Dake of Auſtria, when 
his brother Frederick was taken priſoner 
by Lewis of Bavaria (his competitor) ex- 
erted every method to gain him his liberty : 
he conſulted a magician, to free bim by 
help of the devil. And when Frederick 
had refuſed to have his freedom by ſuch 
deteſtable means, he gained the Pope and 
King of France to intercede in his bro- 
ther's behalf: and when he ſaw that the 
Bavarians would not be moved either with 
entreaties or preſents, he entered into 
league with the Pope and the king of 
Frauce againit Lewis who detained his 
brother in priſon. 


TimoLEgon, the Corinthian, in 2a bat- 
tle with the gives, ſeeing his brother 
fall down dead wab tc wounds he had re- 
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ceived, 
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ceived, leaped over his dead body, and 
with his ſhield protected it as it lay: aud 
although in this enterprize he was fore 
wounded himſelf, yet would he not retreat 
into any place of ſafety till ſuch time as he 
had ſeen the dead body of his brother car- 
* ried from the field. 


Tus 
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1 N x 
HISTORIES 


OF SEVERAL 


Unnatural Brothers and Sitters. 


Ar Belgrade in Hungary, where the 
rivers Danubius and Sava meet, their wa- 
ters mingle no more than water and oil; 
and though they run ſixty. miles together, 
yet they no way incorporate, but the Da- 
nube is clear and pure as a well, while the 
Sava, that runs along with it, is as trou - 
bled as a ftreet-channel. Aſter the man- 
ner of theſe rivers it is with ſome bre- 
thren : though bred up together, and 
near enough each other in reſpect of their 
bodies, yet their minds have been as dil- 
tant from each other as the poles are; 
which, when opportunity hath ſerved, 
they haye ſhewed in the effects of an im- 
placable hatred. 


N2 SiR 
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Sin George Sonds, of Kent, had lately 
two ſons, grown up to that age wherein 
he might have expected moſt comfort from 
them ; but in the year 1655, the youngeſt 
of them, named Freeman Sonds, having 
no apparent cauſe -or provocation either 
from his father or brother, did in a moſt 
inhuman and butcherly manner, murder 
the elder, as he lay ſleeping by him in his 
bed : he beat out his brains with a cleaver : 
and, although this was his mortal wound, 
yet, perceiving him to groan and ſigh, as 
une approaching unto death, he ſtabbed 
him ſeven or eight times in and about the 
heart, and when he had finiſhed this black 
and bloody tragedy, he went to his aged 
father, then in bed, and told him of it, 
rather glorying in it, than expreſſing any 
repentance- for it. Being a 
he was preſently after, condemned at 
Maidſtone affize:, and accordingly exe» 
cuted. 


Erzoctzs was the ſon of CEdipus, by 
his own mother, Jccaſta : their father, the 
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King of Thebes had ordered it, that Ete- 
ocles, and his other fon, Polynices, after 
his departure, thould reign yearly by turns : 
but Eteocles, after his year was expired, 
would not ſuffer his brother to ſucceed ; 
whereupon Polynices, being aided by Ty- 
deus and Adraſtus, made war upon his 
brother. They meeting with . 
their forces in the field, were flain by each 
other in the battle: their dead bodies were 
alſo burned together; when the flame 
pare=d itſelf, as if it ſeemed to declare 
ſuch a deadly hatred betwixt them, that, 
as their minds being alive, fo neither could 
their bodies, being dead, agree. This their 
antipathy was propagated to their poſterity, 
breaking out into many outrageous and 
bloody wars. Unto ſuch ends doth the 
providence of God often bring an inceſtu- 
ous brood, that others may be inſtructed 
thereby. 


Uyon the death of Selymus the ſecond, 
wh ch happened anno 1582, Amurath the 
N 3 third 
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third ſucceeded in the Turkiſh empire : 


at his entrance upon which he cauſed 


his five brothers, Muſtapha, Solyman, 
Abdalla, Oſman, and Sinager, without 
pity or commileration, to be ſtrangled ia 
is preſence, and gave orders that they 
ſhould be buried with his dead father : 
an ordinary thing with Mahometan prin- 
ces, who, to ſecure to themſelves the em- 
pire without rivalſhip, ſtick not to pollute 
their hands with the blood of their neareſt 
relations, It is ſaid of this Amur«'h, 
when he ſaw the fatal bow-ſtring put about 
the neck of his younger brother, that he 
was ſeem to weep ; but it ſeems they were 
crocodile- tears, for he held firm to his 


bloody purpole. 


PETR us, King of Spain, having reigned. 
ſome time with great cruelty, polluting 
his hands in the blood of his nobles ; at 
Jaft, his brother Henry took up arms 
againſt him, anno 1369. He had hired 
auxiliary forces ont of France againſt Pe. 
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trus; and having met him in the field, a 
bloody battle was fought, agreeable to the 
pertinacious hatred of the two brothers. 
The victory reſting on the fide of Henry, 
and his brother made priſoner, being - 
brought before him, Petrus with a dagger 
wounded Henry in the face : the other en- 
deavouring to repay it with intereſt, both 
grappled together,” having thrown each 
other to the ground : but others coming in 
to the help of Henry, he quickly became 
the fuperior ; and having flain his brother 
with many wounds, he ſucceeded in his 
kingdom. 


Bass tau Es and Geta, were the ſons 
of Severus the Emperor. Upon the death 
of their father, they could not agree about 
the parting of the empire, nor did they 
omit any means whereby they might ſup - 
plant each other; they endeavoured to 
bribe each other's cooks and butlers to poi- 
fon their matters : but when both were 

> watchiigh w. be thus circumvented ; 
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at laſt Baſſianes grew imp: tient; and burh- 
ing with ambition to enjoy the rule alone, 
he ſet upon his brother Geta, gave him a 
deadly wound, and ſhed his blood in 
the lap of Julia their mother ; and having 
executed this viltainy, threw himſelf a- 
mongſt the ſoldiers, and told them, 
© That he had with difficulty ſaved his 
life from the malice of his brother. 
Having parted among them all that Severus, 
bis father, had been eighteen years heaping 
up, he was by them confirmed in the em- 


pire. 


Bol el Aus, King of Poland, (having 
flain his brother S. Staniſlaus, Biſhop of 
Cracovia, at the very altar, as he was in 
the celebration of the maſs) ſuddenly fell 
into a frenzy, and ſuch a degree of mad- 
neſs,” that he laid violent hands upon him- 
ſelt. It is ſaid of this king, that he grew 
into a vehement hatred of the biſhop, his 
brother, upon the account of that fre dom 
he took, in reproving him for thoſe hori- 


ble crimes he frequently commuted, 
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Tosro and Harold, the ſons of Earl 
Godwin, falling out, Toſto ſecretly went 
into the marches of Wales; and, near 
the city of H ereford, at Port. ſlith, where 
Harold had a houſe then in preparation 
to entertain the king, he flew all his bro- 
ther's ſervants ; and, cutting them piece- 
meal into gobbets, ſome of their limbs be 
ſalted, and caſt the reſt into the veſſels of 
mead and wine: ſending his brother 
word, that he had furniſhed him with 
powdered meats 2 the king's coming 
thither,” 


Ronzar, Duke of Normandy, was 
choſen King of Jeruſalem, but refuſed 
that in hopes to have England ; but it 
is obſerved that he never proſpered after. 
His brother Rufus got the crown ; and 
when he was dead, Henry Beauclerk, his 
youngeſt brother, aſcended the throne, and 
conquered Normandy : he alſo put out the 
eyes of Robert, his brother, and kept him 
priſoner in Cardiff Caſtle twenty-ſix years; 
where, for grief conceived at the putting 

on 
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on of a new robe, (too little for the king, 
and therefore ſent to the duke to wear) he 
grew weary of his life, as diſdaining to 
be mocked with his brother's caſt off 
cloaths; and curſing the time of his un- 
fortunate nativity, refuſed thenceforth to 
take any ſuſtenance, and ſtarved himſelf 
to death. 


ALymonsus Diazivus, a popiſh Spa- 
niard, hearing that John Diazius, his bro- 
ther, had renounced popery, and was 
become a profeſſor of the reformed reli- 
gion, fell into ſo deep a hatred of him, 
that like another Cain, he flew his bro- 
ther with his own hands : for which he 
. was highly applauded by the romaniſts 
for his heroical atchievement; but he was 
ſo haunted and hunted by the furies of his 
own conſcience, that he deſperately hanged 
himſelf at Trent, about the neck of his 
own mule. | 


CLEoOPATRA, the wife of Cyricænus, 
having taken ſanctuary at Antioch, after 
5 her 
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her huſband's overthrow, her ſiſter Gry- 
phina, the wife of Gryphus, moſt impor- 
tunately ſollicited her death: and though 
Gryphus much perſuaded her againſt it, 
yet ſhe herſelf commanded the ſoldiers to 
diſpatch her : but in a few days after, the 
ſame Gryphina falling into the hands of 
Cyricznus, was by him made a ſacriſice to 
his wife's ghoſt. 


SELYMUS the firlt, having aſcended the 
throne of his father, ſought the deſtruc-. 
tion of all his brethren; and while his 
brother Corcutus lay quiet in Magnetia, 
he ſecretly led an army thither to deſtroy 
him. Corcutus having notice of it, fled 
away with two ſervants; and all paſſages 
by ſea being ſhut up, he was glad to hide 
himſelf in a cave by the ſea- ide, where 
he lived miſerably upon country crabs, and 
other like wild fruit, till, being diſcovered 
by a peaſant, he was apprehended. Se- 
lymus informed of it, ſent one to ſtrangle 
him, and bring his dead body to Pruſa. 
The execntioner, a captain, coming to 


Cor- 


141 FaarenxAr. Arts 0 


_ of 
2nd 9 21 


— 2 bu 


— er- 


— be did dend 


* 
. : 2 ” 
ic 29 r 
1 8 
? . . 


* — him. SED 


his dead body was brought to Pruſa Sep 
lymus uncovered the face of it 
tain that it was him: when 
writing in bis hand, he took and 
and is faid thereupon to have 
bis Axel nature an 
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was ſuch, that his relations would not / 
ſuſſer him to execute it, but pulled off 
from his finger a ring, wherein was en- "1 
graved the effigics of his father. q 
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Tu ſon of Quintus Fabius Maximus 
lived a very bad life, and although all 
the reſt of his villaigies wers obliterated, 
this one thing was enough to diſcover his 
manners, that Quintus Pompeius, the city 


Prztor, prohibited him from intermeddling 
with his father's eſtate ; nor was there found 


one man in ſo great a city that went about 
to oppoſe that decree: all men reſenting 
it, that that money which ought to be ſub- 
ſervient to the glory of the Fabian family, 
ſhould be expended in debauchery : ſo that 
him, who through his father's indulgence 
was left his heir, the public ſeverity diſin- 
herited. 


CTz$S1PPUs, the fon of Chabrias the 
Athenian, was a perſon equally famous 
for his great virtues and victories, and 
who: had been much more happy had he 
died without iſſue; for this fon of his 


was ſo degenerate from the virtue of bis 
ſather, that he often occationed Phocion, 
his tutor, (though otherwiſe a patient 

map) 
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man) to ſay, that what he efidured 
through the folly of Cteſippus, was more 
than enough to compenſate all that his 
. father had merited of him.” 


CaLicuta was as infamous for his 
floth, luſt, and folly, as his father Ger- 
manicus was famous for his vigour of 
mind, prudence and integrity; and al- 
though fortune advanced this degenerate 
ſon to the empire, yet moſt of the Romans 
_ defired rather the virtue of Germanicus, 
in the fortune of a private man, than an 
Emperor of ſo flagitious a life. The peo- 
ple of Rome, the confederate nations, 
yea and barbarous princes, bewailed the 
death of Germanicus, as the loſs of a 
common parent ; but Caligula, the fon, 
was not thought worthy of tears, or ho- 
nour, or ſo much as a public funeral at his 
death. 


Vaterianus Avucu:Tus, for the 
greatneſs of his virtues, deſerves a memo- 
nal amongſt the moſt illuſtrious of prin- 
02 ces 5 


- 


152 Tar Huron or 


ces ; at leaſt, if his fortune had Leen equal 
to his virtue But his ſon Galienus was of 
= diſpoſition ſo unlike to his father, that 
by reaſon of his impious behaviour, bis 
unchaſtity, and ſloth, he not only occa- 
fioned his father's captains to rebel againft 
him, but (which was never before ſeen) 
he encouraged Zenobia and Victoria, 
two weak women, to aſpire to the crown : 
ſo that the great and peaceable empire, 
which he received of his father, he left 
diminiſhed, and torn in a miſerable 


Mazcus Ax ron tus PAILOSOPHUS, 
Emperor of Rome, was a fingular exam- 
ple of virtue, and leſt Commodus his 
fon the heir of his empire, but of no kind 
of alliance to him in any other reſpect. 
The people of Rome ſaw the 
of one exchanged for the malice of the 
other, and the ſharpeſt cruelty to ſucceed 
in the room of an incomparable clemency : 
weary of this, they were compeiled to rid 
their bands of Com modus, it being 2 
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declared in the city, that he was not the 
ſon of Marcus, but a gladiator : for they 
thought it impoſſible that ſo much wicked- 
nefs ſhould ariſe from the virtue of him 
that was deceaſed. 


Canvs, the Emperor, fucceeded Pro- 
bus, both in his empire and good qualities. 
He had extended the limits of the Roman 
Empire, and governed it with great equity ; 
but he left his fon Carinus his ſucceſſor 
that reſembled his father in no one thing ; 
for whereas Carus was of great 
juſtice, moderation, and continence, this 
other was unchaſte, unjuſt and a coward. 
His father was ſomewhat aſhamed of him, 
and had thoughts of creating another fuc- 
ceſſor to himſelf, and for the benefit of the 
commonwealth, to have taken at once from 
his ſon both the title of Czſar, and Nis 
life itſelf; but the evil fortune of the Ro- 
man Empire, at that time intercepted all 
his purpoſes by a ſudden death. 
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SaLADINE, who left fo great a name 
behind bim, left alſo the kingdom of 
Syria to his fon Noradine, who'e floth 
and unprincely qualities were ſuch, that 
he was driven out by the people, and his 
uncle Saphadine ſet up in his ſtead : after 
which, be bad fo exbauſted his own pa- 
trimony, that he was fain to ſubſiſt upon 
the mercy and charity of his brothers, 
and at laſt died with the juſt reproaches 
of all men. 


Jon aun szs Gatrtzacius, who had 
the fuſt title of Duke of Milan, was a 
Prince of a great and deal mind, and 
adorned with all other vutves that were to 
be required in a great periun ; he was be- 
loved at home and fen: ed abroad. He was 
poſſeſſed of great part of Italy, which he 
had gained with much honour ; fo that 
he was tovght ſuperior, rather than equal 
to ſome chriſtian kings. This man left 
hs fon John to ſucceed rim, than whom 
Phal:uis himſelf was rot more cruel. 
What bis father had got oy blood and 

Va» 
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valour, this mad-man loſt (at leaſt the 
greater part thereof) laughing : ſo that 
at laſt, growing hateful and contemptible 
to his own people, he was flain by them. 
And his other ſon Gabriel having loſt 


Nia, whereof he was poſſeſſed, was openly 
beheaded at Genoa. 


Fr ansiscus SFOR TIA, Duke of Mi- 
lan, among chriſtian princes excelled in 
all kinds of virtues; he was not inferior 
to Trajan for humanity ; and to the de- 
gree of his fortune, was reputed as liberal 
as Alexander the Great : but his ſons did 
mightily degenerate from the great virtue 
of their father. Galeacius, the elder, was 
ambitious and Juſtful, proud of the lealt 
ſucceſſes, and extremely dejefted when 
any adverſity befel him. Philip, the ſe- 
cond ſon, was corpulent, fooliſh, and a 
coward. Ludovicus was profane, ſaying, 
that religion and juſtice were fiftiogs, 
invented to keep the people in order he 
was of a haughty mind, coyetous, luſtful, 
broken in adverſity, aud cowardly at the 


ap- 
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appearance of danger : for though he had 
—ͤ— forces than his enemy, he loſt that 


edom to Lewis the XIIth, King of 
France, in ſixteen days, which his father 
had gained by arms, and kept, with the 
ſingular love and benevolence of all men, 
to the day of bis death. 


Procion was an excellent perſon ; but 
his ſon Phocus was ſo diſſolute, and ſo 
reſigned up to intemperance and exceſſive 
drinking, that he could not be reclaimed 
by the Spartan diſcipline itſelf. When 
Menyllus had preſented Phocion with a 


great gift, and he had refuſed it, he re- 


queſted that he would, at leaſt. == 
his ſon Phocus to receive it. If, 

he, * my fon Phocus reform himſelf, = 
will have a patrimony fufficient to main- 
tain him; but as he now behaves himſelf, 
there is nothing that can be enough for 
bim. 
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Tazoposivs the Great was 2 moſt hap- 
Py and fortunate Emper-r, but in this one 
thing unfortunate ; ſor he left behind 
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HznoDss Arrius, the Sophiſt, in reſ- 
pect of his wit and eloquence was ſecond 
to none of his time: yet he had a ſon of 
his, called Atticus, who was of ſo dull 
and ftupid a nature, that he could never 
be made capable of underſtanding the firſt 


rudiments and elements of learning. 
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To TmziR PARENTS. 


From the SY ISTAT, N®. 263. 


— — 


AM the happy father of a very to- 

wardly fon, in whom I do not only fee 
my life, but alſo my manner of life, re- 
newed. It would be extremely beneficial 
to ſociety, if you would frequently re- 
ſume ſubjects which ſerve to bind theſe 
fort of relations faſter, and endear the 
ties of blood with thoſe of good-will, 


protection, obſervance, indulgence, and 


veneration, I would, methinks, have 


* 
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? 
wit give you to underſtand, that there are | 
- numberleſs little crimes which children 
take no notice of while they are doing, | 
which, upon reflexion, when they ſhall | 
themſelves become fathers, they will look 
upon with the utmoſt ſorrow and contri- 1 
tion, that they did not regard, before thoſe | 


whom ttey offended were to be no more 
ſeen, How many thouſand things do 1 
remember which would have highly pleaſed 
wy father, and I omitted for no other 
reaſon, but that I thought what he pro- - 
poſed the effect of humour and old age, 
which I am now convinced had reaſon | 
and good ſenſe in it. I cannot now go | 
mito the parlour to him, and make his | 
heart glad with an account of a matter. | 
[which was of no conſequence, but that L | 
told it, and acted in it. The good man | 
and woman are long fince in their graves, ; 
who uſed to nt and plot the welfare of | 
us their children, while, perhaps, we 
were ſometimes laughing at the old jolks 
at another end of the houſe. The truth 
o. it is, were we merely to follow nature 
P in 
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in theſe great duties of life, though we 
have a ftrong inſtint towards the per- 
forming of them, we ſhould be on beth 
ſides very deficient. Age is ſo unwelcome 
to the generality of mankind, and growth 
towards manhood ſo deſirable to all, that 
reſignation to decay is too difficnlt a taſk. 
in the father; and deference, amidſt the 
impulſe of gay defires, appears unreaſon - 
able to the ſon. There are ſo few who 
can grow old with a geod grace, and yet 
fewer who come flow enough into the 
world, that a father, were he to be actuated 
by his deſires, and a ſon, were he to con · 
fult himſelf only, could neither of them 
behave himſelf as he ought to the other. 
But when reaſon interpoſes againſt inſtinct, 
where it would carry either out ef the in- 
tereſts of the other, there ariſes that hap- 
pieſt intercourſe of good offices between 
thoſe deareſt relations of human life. 
The father, according to the opportunities 
which are offered to him, is throwing 
down bleſſings on the fon, and the fon 
endeavouring to appear the worthy 22 
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of ſuch a father. It is after this manner 
that Camillus and his firſt- born dwell toge- 
ther. Camillus enjoys a pleaſing and in- 
dolent old age, is which paſſion is ſubdued 
and reaſon exalted. He waits the day of 
his diſſolution with a reſignation mixed 
with delight; the fon fears the acceflion of 
his father's fortune with diffidence; leſt he 
" ſhould not enjoy or become it as well as 
his predeceffor. Add to this, that the 
father knows he leaves a friend to the chil- 
dren of his friends, an eafy landlord to 
his tenants, and an agreeable companion 
to his acquaintance. He believes his ſon's 
' behaviour will make him frequently re- 
membered, but never wanted. This com- 
merce is ſo well cemented, that without 
the pomp of ſaying, Son, be a friend to 
ſuch a one when I am gone; Camillus 
knows, being in his favour is direction 
enough to the grateful youth who is to 
ſucceed him, without the admonition of 
his mentioning it. Theſe gentlemen are 
hondured in all their neighbourhood, anti 
the fame etfect which the court has on the 

P 2 man- 
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manners of a kingdom, their characters 
have on all who live within the influence 
of them. 

My ſon and [| are not of fortune to com- 
municate our good actions or intentions 
to ſo many as theſe gentlemen do; but [ 
will be bold to ſay, my ſon has, by the 
applauſe and approbation which his beha- 
viour towards me has gained him, occa- 
fioned that many an old man, beſides my- 
ſelf, has rejoiced. Other men's children 
follow the example of mine, and I have 
the inexpreſſible happine s of overhearing 
our neighbours, as we ride by, point to 
their children and ſay, with a voice of joy, 
„There they go.” 
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